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The International School Grounds Alliance (ISGA) is a global network of 
organizations working to enrich children’s learning and play by improving the 
way school grounds are designed, used and managed. 

THE ISGA BELIEVES SCHOOL GROUNDS SHOULD: 
•	 provide powerful opportunities for hands-on learning

•	 nurture students’ physical, social and emotional development and well-being

•	 reflect	and	embrace	their	local	ecological,	social	and	cultural	context

•	 embrace risk-taking as an essential component of learning and child 
development

•	 be open public spaces, accessible to their communities 

THE ISGA DOES THIS BY:

•	 focusing on the way school grounds are designed, used and managed

•	 facilitating a dialogue about innovative research, design, education and 
policy

•	 fostering partnerships between professionals and organizations across the 
globe

•	 organizing international conferences and programs

•	 advocating for student and school community participation in the design, 
construction and stewardship of school grounds

•	 promoting the value of enriched school grounds as uniquely positioned, 
engaging environments for children

ISGA LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

The ISGA is governed by its Leadership Council—a collaborative “community 
of practice” that includes leaders of the school ground movement around the 
world. ISGA’s Leadership Council members are active practitioners, researchers 
and directors of citywide through national scale initiatives in their own countries, 
and	founders	of	programs	that	are	helping	to	shape	the	discourse	in	this	field.	

ISGA’s Leadership Council members share information, best practices, and 
ideas to support each other’s work and collectively advocate for the growth and 
development of this vibrant international movement. 

The Leadership Council collaborates to produce an international conference 
every year or two, in rotating locations. We also organize a worldwide 
celebration of International School Grounds Month each year in May, and 
produce	 a	 free	 schoolyard	 activity	 guide	 publication	 (expanded	 each	 year)	
written by our members and colleagues around the globe. 

The Leadership Council also organizes Working Groups to investigate and advance 
the	field	on	a	variety	of	topics	which	currently	include:	schoolyard	design,	research,	
beneficial	risk,	and	outdoor	curricula.	Some	Working	Groups	also	organize	regional	
partnerships, and others help to “seed” this movement in new places. 

ISGA LEADERSHIP COUNCIL DIRECTORY

This document is a directory of the ISGA’s Leadership Council members 
in September 2017. It is intended for use within our organization, to help our 
Leadership Council members get to know one another better and stay in touch. 
This document will not be placed online.

www.internationalschoolgrounds.org 
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ISGA Leadership Council Members

Organization Country Name Page

Abruzzi School Garden / EnrichLA / New Horizon School USA / Pakistan Tahereh Sheerazie  5

African Leadership University Nigeria Elizabeth Tolu Babalola  6

Alana Institute Brazil Lais Fleury 7

Bay Area Children in Nature Collaborative USA Mary Roscoe  8

Bay Tree Design, inc. USA Lisa Howard   9

Birgit Teichmann GmbH Landschaftsarchitektin Germany Birgit Teichmann 10

Center for Ecoliteracy USA Dr. Michael Stone 11

Children & Nature Network USA Jaime Zaplatosch 12

CitySprouts USA Jane Hirschi  13

Community Built Association / Planet Earth Playscapes USA Leon Smith 14

CONCERN, Inc. USA Susan Boyd  15

The Coombes School United Kingdom Susan Humphries 16

Educate Our State USA Delaine Eastin 17

Education Outside USA Rachel Pringle Frederick     18

Estonian Green School Grounds Estonia Siiri Treufeld 19
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Evergreen Canada Heidi Campbell, Cam Collyer 20

Fundación Patio Vivo Chile Angela Ibañez 22

GoodPlanet Belgium Belgium Joke Cant 23

GreenED / University of the Sunshine Coast / AAEE Australia Kylie Moses 24

Green Schools National Network / Our First Garden USA Dr. Jenny Seydel, Allen Stenstrup 25

Green Schoolyard Network USA Kirk Meyer 27

Green Schoolyards America USA Sharon Danks  28

Green Teacher Canada Tim Grant 29

Grün macht Schule Germany Manfred Dietzen     30

Hong Duc University Vietnam Dr. Ha Thi Hoang 31

Incursiones Venezuela Josymar Rodriguez 32

Karel Komárek Proměny Foundation The Czech Republic Jana Říhová 33

Kyushu Institute of Technology, Lab. for Env. Design Japan Dr. Keitaro Ito 34

Learning Landscapes USA Lois Brink 35

Learning through Landscapes United Kingdom Mary Jackson  36

Learnscapes AustralAsia Australia Helen Tyas Tunggal  37

Life Lab USA John Fisher 38

Mindstretchers Ltd / Claire Warden Ltd United Kingdom Claire Warden 39

National Taiwan Univ., Building and Planning Research Fnd. Taiwan Dr. Ching-fen Yang 40

Natural Learning Initiative USA Robin Moore 41
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Nature Play Solutions Australia Kerry Logan 42

Naturskolan i Lund Sweden Anna Ekblad, Anders Wånge Kjellsson,
   Carolina Lindeblad, Eva Persson     43   

New Village Press, ADPSR USA  Lynne Elizabeth 46

Office of the State Superintendent of Education USA Sam Ullery 47

Outdoor People United Kingdom Cath Prisk 48

Play Atlanta / International Play Association USA Cynthia Gentry 49

Play Learning Life United Kingdom Julie Mountain 50

PLAYLINK United Kingdom Bernard Spiegal 51

Plymouth University United Kingdom Sue Waite 52

Project Central USA Shari L. Wilson 53

Resources Himalaya Foundation / Friends of Nature Nepal  Nepal Biraj Shrestha 54

School Ground Greening Coalition USA Laura Newman 55

Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam Indonesia Muhammad Ariefuddin 56

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Movium Thinktank  Sweden Dr. Petter Åkerblom 57

Toimata Foundation New Zealand Esther Kirk 58

Trust for Public Land, NYC Playgrounds Program USA Mary Alice Lee  59

Tsurumi Junior College Japan  Dr. Ko Senda 60

450 Architects, Inc. USA Richard Parker 61



     Leadership Council - 2017 
International School Grounds Alliance4

ISGA’s Conferences Past 2010, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2016 63

 Present and Future 2017, 2018, 2020 68

ISGA’s Collaborative Projects Declarations Westerbeke Declaration  70

  Risk in Play and Learning: 
        Ubud-Höör Declaration 71

 Event / Publications International School Grounds Month 72

 Videos Voices from the School Ground Movement 73
 
  Green Grounds for Health and Learning 74

  

ISGA Leadership Council Project Portfolio
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Abruzzi School Garden, EnrichLA and 
New Horizon School Pasadena

Abruzzi School Garden
Siankhore, Shigar Valley, Baltistan
Pakistan

+92 0342 252 8047
www.abruzzischoolgarden.com

Nestled among the farming valleys of the Karakorum Mountain range in the 
foothills of K2 and other giants, the Abruzzi School Garden project is the only 
one of its kind in rural Pakistan. Serving mostly children of farmers, this higher 
secondary school strives to bring classrooms to life by connecting curriculum to 
hands on garden based activity, to enhance learning and connect agriculture to the 
classroom. An alternative to rote memorization and book learning. The garden 
program	is	in	its	first	year	of	implementation	and	has	a	distance	to	go	before	it	can	
be institutionalized as a regular way of teaching and learning in all area schools. 
The program is the work of an entirely volunteer effort spear headed by Tahereh 
Sheerazie a Pasadena, California based garden designer with assistance from 
volunteers from around the world, across the spectrum of gardening enthusiasts, 
architects, teachers, philanthropists, friends and family.

Tahereh Sheerazie

Garden Director, Abruzzi School
Garden Ranger, EnrichLA
Garden Coordinator, New Horizon School

tsheerazie@gmail.com

Born and raised in Pakistan, Tahereh Sheerazie has lived in Southern California 
since 1985. She is an avid gardener, quilter and trekker of the local Southern 
California Mountains as well as Pakistan’s Karakorum and Himalayan range. 
Since the Oct. ‘05 earthquake in Pakistan she began to focus on giving back 
to the people of these mountain communities and became involved in a grass-
roots effort to build homes and create vocations to rehabilitate women who 
had sustained spinal cord injuries. Her passion for gardens, quilts, mountains 
and treks have led her to becoming closely involved with building capacities 
and	empowering	the	women	of	these	far-flung	mountain	villages.	Over	the	
last few years working with the children and staff at Abruzzi School, she 
completed building the garden spaces in Oct. 2014. As an alternative to rote 
memorization prevalent in most rural schools, she also trained teachers in 
integrating curriculum with hands-on learning in the garden.

Tahereh currently lives in Pasadena, California. She works with EnrichLA 
as a Garden Ranger at El Sereno Middle School, maintaining a garden and 
teaching lessons that integrate garden based education with math, science and 
language arts. In September 2015 she will be managing two other EnrichLA 
school gardens.

Tahereh has also been active in her community, helping in the establishment 
of New Horizon School Pasadena’s ‘Peace Garden’. With a focus on STEM 
education	and		‘peace’	building,	the	garden	is	one	of	the	first	Muslim	schools	
in the country with a dedicated, mindful space, built with the ideas of the 
children, integrating faith-based education with environmental stewardship 
and community outreach. The ground-breaking ceremony was held on May 
1st, 2015 and work on the garden will continue throughout the year.

Pasadena, California
USA
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African Leadership University

Beau Plan Business Park, West Building
Pamplemousses, Mauritius
(Working remotely from Lagos, Nigeria)

+234 803 305 0236
www.alueducation.com

The mission of the African Leadership University is “to create a more prosperous 
and	peaceful	Africa	by	developing	the	next	generation	of	ethical	and	entrepreneurial	
African leaders. We prepare students for a successful and meaningful life and 
career in the 21st century – with a shared vision for a better Africa.”

Elizabeth is currently working with the African Leadership University to help 
them	develop	a	new	Conservation	School	of	Excellence.	

Elizabeth Tolu Babalola

Project Coordinator, 
School of Conservation
African Leadership University

t.babalola@gmail.com

Elizabeth grew up in the concrete jungle of Lagos, Nigeria, where her studies 
in environmental microbiology, curiosity about human behavior and interest 
in urban waste management led her into the environmental sector. She is an 
environmental educator who loves hanging out with young people. One of her 
core	passions	is	connecting	youth	to	their	local	environment	to	experience	the	
outdoors, learn about nature and act as agents of desirable change. Over the 
last two years she’s lived out that passion at the African Wildlife Foundation, 
developing the conservation education program for Classroom Africa’s 
schools	in	five	African	countries	and	developing	a	framework	for	monitoring	
and evaluating the program’s impact on education and conservation. In years 
past she has taught short seminars on topics ranging from waste management, 
mining to GMOs, planted street trees with high school students, worked with 
Project Learning Tree, started a few businesses and mentored high school 
boys teaching them about HIV/STDs. She continues to volunteer as a youth 
mentor at her local church and with Akili Dada for high school girls in 
Nairobi. 

She received a Masters’ in Environmental Management from the Yale 
School of Forestry and Environmental studies and a Bachelor of Science in 
Microbiology from the University of Lagos, Nigeria. She is a trained coach 
of the Open Standards for conservation planning who loves travelling and 
experimenting	 with	 food.	 After	 living	 in	 Nairobi,	 Kenya	 for	 two	 years,	
Elizabeth is now back home in Lagos, Nigeria. 
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Alana Institute

Rua General Dionisio, 14
CEP 22271-050
Rio de Janeiro – RJ – BRAZIL

+55 21 96873 7261 
www.alana.org.br

Alana	seeks	to	find	a	transforming	pathway	for	new	generations,	working	toward	a	
more	sustainable	world	and	one	of	excellent	human	relations.	

Alana	 is	 a	Brazilian	 nonprofit	 civil	 society	 organization	 that	 brings	 together	 the	
projects that we believe in, in the effort to ensure conditions for children to fully 
experience	their	childhoods.	Founded	in	1994,	Alana	today	has	seven	of	its	own	
projects	and	four	with	partners	–	all	of	which	you	can	find	out	more	about	on	our	
website www.alana.org.br. Alana’s mission is to “honor the children”. We are 
recognized as one of the most relevant childhood organizations in Brazil and have 
been supported by the income from an endowment fund since 2013. 

The Children and Nature Program was launched in June 2016 and seeks paths 
that involve families, educators, urban planners and public authorities to secure 
integrative links between children and the natural environment and the cultural 
context	in	which	they	are	immersed.	The	program’s	goal	is	to	encourage	children’s	
access	and	direct	experience	–	through	free	and	explorative	play	–	of	nature	and	also	
to disseminate content throughout all areas of society. Our major achievements so 
far	are	related	with	knowledge	building:	publishing	Richard	Louv’s	Last Child In 
The Woods in Portuguese, a series of movie pieces about children and nature topics 
and national and local conferences about the theme.

Lais Fleury

Program Director
Alana Institute,  
Children & Nature Program

Lais.fleury@alana.org.br

Laís Fleury started her career as an entrepreneur when she co-founded an NGO 
called Vagalume in 2001. The Vagalume’s Mission is to create opportunities 
for	cultural	exchange	through	reading,	writing,	and	orality,	while	valuing	the	
protagonism of individuals and of rural communities in the Brazilian Legal 
Amazon	 region.	Her	main	motivation	 to	 join	 this	 effort	was	 to	 explore	 the	
richness of her continental country and get to know its traditional people, 
especially those living in the Amazon Forest, as well as to contribute to their 
educational skills. In 2003 she became a fellow at Ashoka Social Entrepreneurs.

In	 2008,	 she	 became	 a	NOLS	 Instructor	 and	 for	 the	 next	 three	 years	 she	
was able to enhance her knowledge and understanding about the power of 
outdoor education. She worked month-long courses in Patagonia, Alaska 
and	Amazon.	In	2011	she	had	her	first	daughter	and	this	new	role	made	her	
aware that childhood was becoming very apart of its natural habitat – nature 
itself. In 2015, two years after having her second child, she was invited to 
coordinate Alana’s Children and Nature Program. 
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Bay Area Children in Nature Collaborative

610 Mountain View Avenue
Mountain View, California  94039
USA

+1 650 224 1468
www.cincbayarea.org

The Bay Area Children in Nature Collaborative engages individuals and 
organizations from all sectors to reconnect children with nature. The Collaborative 
is made up of national and regional members, including educators, parents, 
farmers, health professionals, environmentalists, businesses, and civic and 
community leaders.  The goals of the Children in Nature Collaborative are raising 
awareness	of	the	physical,	emotional,	and	spiritual	health	benefits	of	connecting	
children with nature; promoting unstructured play and time in nature for children 
and adults; engaging a diverse network of people and facilitating collaborations; 
and participating with other “leave no child inside” initiatives — regional, state, 
national, and international.

Mary Roscoe

Coordinator
Children in Nature Collaborative

mary.jean.roscoe@gmail.com

Mary Roscoe is the Coordinator of the San Francisco Bay Area Children 
in Nature Collaborative (CINC). Her most recent work includes leading a 
project to survey and map CINC’s network of organizations and individuals 
connecting youth nature. With other collaborative partners, Mary also recently 
formed a Network Weaving Community of Practice for regional leaders 
across the US connected to the national children and nature movement. She 
is	currently	developing	a	network	design	project	with	five	regional	initiatives	
in the US and Canada and the national movement. 

Mary is a Donella Meadows Sustainability Leadership Fellow and member 
of the Sustainability Leadership Network. She is a board member of the 
Institute for Social Renewal and also serves on other advisory boards. 

Mary’s	previous	experience	includes	the	founding	of	Waldorf	School	of	the	
Peninsula in Los Altos, CA and serving as the school’s administrator for 
over twelve years, working with faculty, board, and parents. She continues 
to work with schools in the Bay Area and US and believes green schoolyards 
are one of the highest leverage points to connecting children with nature in 
their daily lives.
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Bay Tree Design, inc.

Berkeley, California  94708
USA 

+1 510 644 1320
www.baytreedesign.com

Founded	in	2007,	Bay	Tree	Design,	inc.	(BTD)	is	a	Berkeley,	California	based	firm	
providing collaborative planning and design services for a wide range of public, 
non-governmental	organization,	institutional	and	private	clients.	The	firm’s	design	
philosophy is rooted in local ecological processes, engages the community, and 
illuminates the landscape in rich yet simple compositions. It is our ambition and 
passion to design and build integral and sustainable public spaces and lasting places. 

Bay Tree Design specializes in designing school campuses and children’s spaces. 
We create inviting learning and play environments that make the most of their 
unique physical, social and cultural environments. Our planning and program 
philosophy for children’s settings is based on BTD principal Sharon Danks’s book, 
Asphalt to Ecosystems,	and	is	grounded	in	our	latest	research	in	this	field	from	
the	United	States	and	abroad.	Our	firm’s	work	has	been	featured	in	publications	
including Landscape Architecture Magazine.

As a professional practice we actively seek a range of project scales and types. 
Our	 portfolio	 includes	 examples	 of	 urban	 agriculture,	 therapeutic	 gardens,	
interpretive landscapes, sustainable cemeteries and urban wilderness. We strive 
to work on projects that require creative program development and design, based 
on a thorough understanding of ecological processes, program functions, public 
perception, and site geometry and other factors. 

Our work with schools and other clients includes community participation. We 
engage our clients and their communities to build trust, develop constructive 
communication patterns, and create public support for each project. We also 
see	community	participation	as	an	opportunity	for	an	exchange	of	knowledge—
combining local community wisdom from adults and children with our design 
expertise	and	professional	knowledge	to	create	solutions	that	speak	to	each	place.	

Lisa Howard

Principal and Landscape Architect 
Bay Tree Design, inc.

lisa@baytreedesign.com

Lisa Howard, RLA, CPSI, ASLA, is a licensed California landscape architect 
who is passionate about improving children’s freedom of play and the 
environments they inhabit. She is a founding Principal of Bay Tree Design 
and	a	certified	playground	safety	inspector.	Lisa	has	been	providing	expertise	
in planning and design of public, institutional and residential landscapes for 
twenty years and has a master’s degree in landscape architecture. Lisa is an 
expert	 facilitator,	 and	 has	 helped	 numerous	 groups	 come	 to	 consensus	 on	
difficult	open	space	and	school	grounds	issues.	Lisa’s	work	reflects	her	range	
of interests with consistent focus on landscapes that are rooted in ecological 
systems and cultural history, children’s spaces, visible green architecture, and 
community-based design.

Balancing work with a love of culture and the outdoors, Lisa enjoys road 
trips with the family, blues music, and eating delicious and local food with 
her family and friends. 
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Birgit Teichmann GmbH  
Landschaftsarchitektin

Columbiadamm 27
10965 Berlin
Germany

+49 030 6889 5867
www.teichmann-la.de

For over 15 years, we have planned, managed and implemented very reliable 
and successful “garden and landscape architecture” for private and public clients 
such as cities and towns in Brandenburg and Berlin, housing associations, district 
management and redevelopment agency.

Since the ‘90s, we set standards in the integration of environmental and educational 
issues and the participation of young people, children, teachers and residents in 
the planning and construction process. In these special construction and planning 
processes we have developed to date continuously and with much success. They 
form a core part of our range.

In our projects we are working closely with architects, urban planners and 
engineers,	such	as	tree	and	soil	experts,	water	technicians,	engineers	surveying,	
sociologists, educators, conservators and archaeologists.

Birgit Teichmann

Landscape Architect
Birgit Teichmann GmbH

b.teichmann@teichmann-la.de

Birgit Teichmann grew up in the historically diverse city of Berlin. Following 
in the footsteps of many German college students she found her way to the 
USA in a work study program at Ohio State University, sponsored by the 
CDG,	 Carl	 Duisberg	 Society.	 This	 enriching	 experience	 broadened	 her	
understanding of the world and fed her interest in ecological landscape 
management. Back on her home turf she continued her path on becoming 
a landscape architect, focusing on open green areas, working with youth 
organizations and landscape development.

In	1997	she	started	a	Landscape	planning	office	with	Manfred	Dietzen,	called	
Planungsbüro Dietzen + Teichmann GbR in the heart of Berlin, also an active 
member	of	the	German	Chamber	of	Architects.	In	2010	the	office	evolved	
into Teichmann Landschafts Architekten, managed by Birgit Teichmann.

The	office	has	been	creating,	planning	and	directing	successful	projects	for	
more than 10 years in commercial, civic and residential areas. Since the ‘90s 
Birgit has set the bar with her work in ecological, educational and communal 
ventures in Europe. She works together with architects, city planners, 
arborists, gardeners, monument preservationists, teachers and archeologists 
to	complete	projects	with	professional	flair	and	genuine	care.	Great	ecological	
play area for children have always been Birgit’s passion, with two girls of 
her own, her interest in creative, healthy and safe green spaces has been her 
focus.
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Center for Ecoliteracy

2150 Allston Way, Suite 270
Berkeley, California  94704
USA

+1 510 845 4595
www.ecoliteracy.org

The	Center	for	Ecoliteracy	is	a	Berkeley,	California-based	nonprofit	that	advances	
ecological education in K–12 schools. The Center recognizes that students need to 
experience	and	understand	how	nature	sustains	life	and	how	to	live	accordingly.	
The Center encourages schools to both teach and model sustainable practices. 
Best known for its work in school food reform, including school gardens, and 
integrating sustainability into K–12 curricula, the Center has engaged since 1995 
with	thousands	of	educators	from	across	the	United	States	and	six	continents.	

The	work	of	the	Center	is	based	on	four	guiding	principles:
•	 Nature is our teacher
•	 Sustainability is a community practice
•	 The real world is the optimal learning environment
•	 Sustainable living is rooted in a deep knowledge of place

The Center for Ecoliteracy works with school communities, foundations, 
filmmakers,	and	other	change	agents	to	further	education	that	is	smart,	hopeful,	
and vital. Founded in 1995, the Center creates books and resources, offers 
professional development, and provides strategic consulting. Its work is based 
on systems thinking, leadership dynamics, and an understanding of how young 
people learn. Its ecological education initiatives have included Smart by Nature, 
a framework and resources for sustainability education; and Ecoliterate, a model 
of education based on integrating emotional, social, and ecological intelligence.

Dr. Michael Stone

Senior Editor
Center for Ecoliteracy

michaelkstone@comcast.net

Michael K. Stone, senior editor at the Center for Ecoliteracy, is the primary 
author of Smart by Nature: Schooling for Sustainability (Watershed 
Media/University of California Press), winner of the 2010 Green Prize for 
Sustainable Literature, which documented innovative K–12 schools across 
the United States, focusing on school campuses and grounds, food systems, 
community, and teaching and learning. 

He coedited Ecological Literacy: Educating Our Children for a Sustainable 
World (Sierra Club Books) and contributed to Social Learning: Towards a 
Sustainable World and Learning for Sustainability in Times of Accelerating 
Change (Wageningen Academic Publishers). Prior to coming to the Center, 
Michael was managing editor of Whole Earth magazine and the Millennium 
Whole Earth Catalog. 

He has also written for the Toronto Star, The New York Times, the Journal 
of Popular Culture, the Journal of Sustainability Education, CoEvolution 
Quarterly, Resurgence, Green Teacher, Interpretation Journal, the Canadian 
Journal of Environmental Education, and Teacher Education Quarterly, 
among other publications. He was a founding faculty member and academic 
vice president of World College West in northern California. 



     Leadership Council - 2017 
International School Grounds Alliance12

Jaime Zaplatosch

Director, Green Schoolyards for  
Healthy Communities
Children & Nature Network

jaime@childrenandnature.org

Jaime has spent her career focused on urban greening through her work 
developing school and community gardens at the Chicago Department of 
Environment,	Riverside	Brookfield	High	School,	and	Openlands,	a	regional	
conservation organization in Chicago. Jaime is leading the Children & Nature 
Network’s goal to support city-wide, equity-based green schoolyard program 
development	across	the	U.S.A.		Jaime	has	extensive	knowledge	in	the	field	of	
green	schoolyards	with	experience	in	strategy,	partnership	building,	program	
development, fundraising, and conservation. 

Jaime is the former Vice President of Community Engagement and Education 
at	Openlands.	Over	her	13	years	at	the	non-profit,	she	grew	the	organization’s	
school-based programs to include a substantial school garden and teacher 
training program for elementary and high school students, and launched its 
green schoolyard program, Space to Grow.

Jaime has a BA degree from Prescott College, AZ in Environmental 
Education and an M. Ed from DePaul University, Chicago, for Curriculum 
and Instruction.

Chicago, Illinois
USA

+1 773 319 4639
www.childrenandnature.org

The Children & Nature Network envisions a world in which all children play, 
learn and grow with nature in their everyday lives. To achieve this vision, we 
believe there must be a thriving, multi-dimensional and cross-sector movement 
that is working to increase equitable access to nature so that children and natural 
places can thrive. While there are many great programs that connect people to 
nature, Children & Nature Network plays a critical role in strengthening networks 
of practitioners, researchers, parents, educators, grassroots leaders and others, to 
grow the movement. Our theory of change is to power the children and nature 
movement by building the capacity of leadership and communities to increase 
equitable access to nature through sharing evidence-based resources, scaling 
innovative solutions and driving policy change.

Children & Nature Network
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CitySprouts

678 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts  02139
USA

+1 617 876 2436
www.citysprouts.org

CitySprouts	 develops	 public	 school	 gardens	 for	 children	 to	 experience	 hands-
on, outdoor learning, know where their food comes from and have support and 
practice in making good food choices. Partnering with twenty high-need, urban 
schools in Cambridge and Boston, CitySprouts integrates the school garden in 
curriculum and school culture, serving a school population of more than 6,000 
children and youth in urban, high-needs schools. 

During the school year, CitySprouts’ garden educators provide 10 hours of support 
to	 teachers	each	week	 through	 the	school	year:	meeting	with	 teachers	 to	assist	
in	developing	and	 implementing	garden-based	extensions	 to	 their	core	units	 in	
science, English language arts, math and other subjects. Our staff also oversees the 
development and maintenance of our partner schools’ learning gardens. In school 
year 2013-14, 55% of teachers in Boston (and 83% of teachers in Cambridge) 
utilized the learning garden for instruction with CitySprouts’ support.  CitySprouts 
summer program in Cambridge provides a unique opportunity for young people 
ages	11-14	to	learn	first-hand	about	the	natural	ecology	of	their	local	environment,	
including their food systems. 
  

Jane Hirschi

Executive Director
CitySprouts
 
jhirschi@citysprouts.org

Jane has been deeply engaged in the school garden movement and garden-
based learning since 2000 when she founded CitySprouts school garden 
program with a small group of parents, teachers and a school principal in 
Cambridge,	Massachusetts.	Over	the	past	fifteen	years,	the	organization	has	
grown to encompass all of the elementary and middle schools in Cambridge 
Public School District as well as four schools in Boston, making school 
gardens accessible to over 400 public school teachers and 6,000 elementary 
and middle school students. Her interest in garden-based learning and public 
elementary education has continued to grow over the years, fed by the 
innovative	work	being	done	in	this	field	around	the	world.	

In March 2015, her book Ripe for Change: Garden-Based Learning in 
Schools was published by Harvard Education Press. 
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Community Built Association and 
Planet Earth Playscapes

4217 Montgomery Street
Oakland, California  94611
USA

www.communitybuilt.org

The Community Built Association’s goal is to further the theory and practice 
of involving volunteers in the design, organization and creation of community 
projects that reshape the physical environment. We recognize the human need for 
connectedness and are committed to the positive value of communities creating 
and strengthening themselves through cultural action.

The Community Built Association promotes further development of the 
community built practice, placing equal value on high quality and the broad 
involvement of community volunteers.

The	Community	Built	Association	affirms	diverse	backgrounds	as	essential	to	the	
richness of our common life and dedicates itself to promoting inclusiveness in our 
association, our work, and the communities we serve.

707 NE Broadway, Suite 203
Portland, Oregon  97232
USA

+1 360 970 1519
www.planetearthplayscapes.com

Leon Smith

Member, Community Built Association 
Partner, Planet Earth Playscapes

leon@earthplay.net

Leon Smith was born and raised in the interior of Alaska. He will neither 
confirm,	nor	deny	rumors	that	a	family	of	brown	bears	raised	him	until	the	
age of 5. He has worked as a childcare provider and preschool teacher in 
several different settings, most notably the Giddens School (formerly called 
Happy Medium) in Seattle, WA. Through his work with preschool children, 
he developed a passion for creating spaces that allow children to do what they 
do naturally, which is thrive!

Leon received a Bachelor of Arts from Evergreen State College, focusing on 
Ecological	Design.	While	in	college	he	completed	design	projects	including:	
a model ‘Green Home’ build by Habitat for Humanity and a Natural 
Playscape for the Campus Children’s Center at Evergreen. Leon was also a 
campus organizer around issues of sustainability. He helped plan and produce 
Synergy:	the	annual	Sustainable	Living	Conference	as	well	as	implementing	
a Clean Energy purchasing program, to reduce the campus impacts on global 
warming. Leon was also coordinator of the Energy Outreach Center, a non-
profit	 information	center	 for	green	building	and	renewable	energy.	He	 is	a	
member	of	the	Community	Built	Association,	a	national	non-profit	supporting	
community involvement in public projects.

Since 2004, Leon has worked with Rusty Keeler at Planet Earth Playscapes 
designing custom natural play environments for preschools, childcare centers, 
and communities around the country. He now resides in Portland, Oregon.
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CONCERN, Inc.

Washington, DC
USA

www.sustainable.org

CONCERN was founded in 1970 to build public understanding of and support 
for programs, policies, and practices that are environmentally, economically, and 
socially sound. 

CONCERN’s Sustainable Communities program has promoted the widespread 
adoption of principles, programs and policies that can guide communities to a more 
sustainable future. In 1996 CONCERN launched the Sustainable Communities 
Network website (now Sustainable Communities Online -- www.sustainable.org) 
and developed and managed the website of the Smart Growth Network (Smart 
Growth Online, www.smartgrowth.org.) until 2009.

In 2008 CONCERN formed a national coalition, Friends of Smart Growth and 
Sustainable	Communities,	 to	develop	a	Sustainable	Schoolyard	Exhibit	 for	 the	
U.S. Botanic Garden’s, One Planet - Ours!	 exhibition	on	 the	National	Mall	 in	
Washington,	DC.	The	exhibit	was	designed	and	implemented	by	Sharon	Danks,	
Lisa Howard and Arden Bucklin-Sporer. It attracted over half a million visitors 
from May 24 - October 13, 2008 and then was donated to a local public elementary 
school.	Additional	information	about	the	exhibit	and	resources	to	create	ecological	
schoolyards is available at www.sustainableschoolyard.org. 

In 2011 CONCERN closed after having completed its mission.

Susan Boyd

Executive Director 
CONCERN, Inc.

sboyd@concern.org

Susan has been involved in environmental education her whole career and, 
since the 1990s, in educating the public about sustainability in general 
and sustainable communities in particular at CONCERN, Inc., a national 
nonprofit.	Susan	has	authored	and	co-authored	a	variety	of	publications	and	
presentations, organized and managed numerous programs and projects, 
collaborated with diverse organizations, founded local organizations, 
created and managed websites, developed national networks and directed 
CONCERN, Inc.
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The Coombes School

Oxfordshire, England
United Kingdom

+44 118 976 0751
www.thecoombes.com

The Coombes CE Primary School is located in the Berkshire Countryside about 
one hour from London, England. It serves students from nursery age through year 
6 (children 3-11 years old), and combines two formerly separate schools called 
Arborfield	CE	Junior	School	and	The	Coombes	Infant	and	Nursery	School.	

Susan Humphries, founding headteacher of The Coombes Infant School, led the 
work to improve and develop the school grounds starting in 1971. Over the last 
four decades, the grounds have been continuously enhanced for children’s learning 
and play, across the curriculum, and are an integral part of the school’s pedagogical 
approach.	The	rich	environment	now	includes:	several	ponds;	child-planted	forests;	
wildlife	areas;	an	extensive	geology	 trail	showcasing	history,	geography	and	 the	
beauty of stones from across the UK; contemplative mazes; outdoor classroom 
spaces; farm animals; places for active, imaginative, child-driven play; an outdoor 
theatre; rotating childrens’ art displays; project-based and seasonal installations; 
and many other features. The grounds have been developed over the years as a 
labour of love by school staff, children, parents, governors and friends of the school. 

Susan Humphries

Founding Headteacher (retired)
The Coombes School

susanmhumphries@icloud.com

Through her work as the Founding Headteacher at The Coombes School, 
Susan Humphries, MBE, MA, has spent forty years developing teaching 
methods	 that	 are	 based	 on	 outdoor	 experiences	 and	 an	 understanding	 of	
the natural environment. Her work illustrates how outdoor teaching can 
contribute to a traditional school education, whilst at the same time boosting 
self	confidence	and	personal	growth	in	children.

Susan’s talent for combining landscape architecture, plants, children, art and 
culture	drives	an	effective	and	joyful	learning	experience	at	Coombes.	Her	
techniques in connecting curriculum to the school grounds have inspired 
designers and educators all over the world. Researchers from England, 
Sweden, Japan and the USA have studied the school’s teaching methods and 
environment. Susan has also traveled the world sharing the philosophy and 
techniques used by The Coombes School. 

Susan retired from her position as headteacher in 2002, but has continued to be 
engaged with the school, as a volunteer. In 2011, she was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate by the Faculty of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences at 
the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences in Uppsala, Sweden, to 
acknowledge the foundations that she has laid in building individual and group 
responsibility for healthy ecosystems and sustainable use of natural resources.

In 2012, Susan Humphries collaborated with Susan Rowe to write a book 
called The Coombes Approach: Learning through an experimental and 
outdoor curriculum, to share The Coombes School’s perspective.
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Former CA Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and Board Chair
State of CA and Educate Our State

deollie@aol.com

Delaine Eastin

As a teacher, as a legislator, as California’s State Superintendent, and in other 
roles, Delaine has spent a lifetime working on behalf of children. Delaine 
served as the California State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI) for 
eight	years	from	1995	to	2003,	the	first	and	only	woman	in	history	elected	
to	that	position.	As	an	elected	constitutional	officer,	Delaine	managed	more	
than 40% of the California budget and oversaw the education of 6.1 million 
children.  

Superintendent Eastin championed state standards and assessments aligned 
to standards, reduced class size in kindergarten through third grade, and 
oversaw a strengthening of arts education and hands-on science, including 
gardens in school. As SPI she fought to rebuild California school libraries and 
to wire schools for technology. She was the architect of the innovative Net 
Days, copied nationally in more than 40 states and internationally in more 
than 40 countries. 

Delaine has been an advocate for substantial increases in school construction 
funding, improved school nutrition, universal preschool, full-day mandatory 
kindergarten, better career and technical education and greater civic 
engagement of students. She advocated a longer school year and more safety 
nets for children who fall behind. 

After	she	termed	out	as	SPI,	Delaine	was	the	first	Executive	Director	of	the	
National Institute for School Leadership and then a Distinguished Visiting 
Professor of Educational Leadership at Mills College in Oakland. She has 
received numerous other awards and state and national recognition for her 
contributions to children. Delaine is a graduate of UC Davis with a Masters 
from UC Santa Barbara.

Educate Our State

Davis, California
USA

+1 530 219 6560
www.educateourstate.org

Educate Our State was founded by seven moms who all have/had kids in the 
California	K-12	public	education	system.	In	late	2009,	a	group	of	six	moms	of	
elementary-age children in San Francisco were frustrated by the budget crisis 
that their school was facing. Recognizing that this problem was faced by schools 
across	 the	state,	 the	“Sherman	Six”	were	inspired	by	a	 teacher	 to	hold	a	Town	
Hall. Filling an auditorium with more than 1,000 concerned parents, political 
groups	and	non-profit	organizations,	 they	listened	to	and	exchanged	ideas	with	
a distinguished panel that included State Senators, Assemblymen, the Mayor of 
San Francisco, San Francisco’s Superintendent of Schools and heads of the local 
Board of Supervisors and the San Francisco board of education. The Town Hall 
exposed	 the	 urgent	 need	 for	 a	 larger,	 statewide	 effort	 to	 harness	 the	 power	 of	
parents and direct energy at the state-centered sources of the problem. 

It was soon apparent that more funding for education, in itself, was not the only 
issue. Other fundamental changes to education were necessary to transform the 
K-12 education system into something that really worked for kids. Educate Our 
State soon formed a comprehensive but simple platform. Initially, we spread the 
word of our movement through house parties and town hall meetings.

In 2011, we launched the “Let Us Vote” campaign to give voters the opportunity 
to	 extend	 expiring,	 temporary	 taxes	 to	 support	 education,	 generating	 60,000	
letters to legislators in every district in the state. In 2012 we launched the “YES 
for Education” campaign encouraging voters to vote YES on both education 
propositions 30 and 38.

In	a	short	 time,	Educate	Our	State	has	expanded	to	50,000	supporters,	and	the	
movement continues to grow every day.
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Rachel Pringle Frederick

Vice President of Growth 
and Strategic Partnerships
Education Outside

rachel@educationoutside.org

Rachel has worked in environmental education and conservation since 2001. 
She joined Education Outside in 2007 and co-founded the Education Outside 
service corps program in 2011. The co-author of How to Grow a School 
Garden: A Complete Guide for Parents and Teachers, Rachel grew up on 
a farm in Maine and earned a bachelor’s and master’s in anthropology and 
conservation biology from the University of Pennsylvania.
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Education Outside

135 Van Ness Ave, Room 408
San Francisco, California  94102
USA

+1 415 355 6979  ext. 1565 
www.educationoutside.org

Education	Outside	 is	 a	 nonprofit	 that	 is	 advancing	 science	 education	 in	 urban	
public elementary schools through hands-on learning in school gardens. We spark 
children’s interest in science and connect them to the natural world by teaching 
outdoors.	We	believe	that	positive	early	experiences	practicing	science	in	school	
gardens are the key to sparking young students’ lifelong interest in science, 
equipping	them	with	foundational	scientific	knowledge	and	skills,	and	inspiring	
an enduring bond with the natural world.
 
Through our  service corps of emerging leaders, Education Outside provides public 
elementary schools with dedicated, onsite instructors who teach our standards-
based curriculum every day, during school hours, to children in all grade levels. 
Education Outside service members commit to serving a public elementary school 
for a two-year term, providing weekly standards-based science instruction to every 
child in every grade in the garden classroom, engaging community volunteers in 
maintaining the school garden, and championing school-based stewardship and 
sustainability initiatives. Education Outside currently serves over 20,000 students 
in	the	Bay	Area	and	is	expanding	to	districts	nationally.
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Estonian Green School Grounds

Tallinn
Estonia

+372 50 41229 
www.koolihoovid.ee

Estonian Green School Grounds (MTU Eesti Rohelised Koolihoovid) is an NGO 
that seeks to diversify school grounds and create better learning and playing 
environments for children. Our goal is to improve learning conditions for Estonian 
children, but also give them better and more diverse opportunities to play and be 
active in their school grounds, both during lessons and after the active school 
time. The aim is to redesign school grounds with the participation of children. 
We want to make people more aware of the school grounds’ diverse possibilities 
and values, improve outdoor and ecological education conditions, and make it 
accessible both in urban and rural areas.

Beginning in autumn 2015, we started a pilot project in celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the Estonian Republic, called “Children Play and Learn in their 
School Grounds!”. There are 15 schools participating in the project throughout 
Estonia. We are collaborating with the State Chancellery, Educational Ministry, 
and Environmental Ministry. After the pilot project is complete, we will write case 
studies and spread the gathered knowledge across the country.

Siiri Treufeld

CEO
Estonian Green School Grounds

siiri.treufeld@koolihoovid.ee

For a long time, my special interest has been children’s participation in urban 
planning and spatial education. I have been, and still am, a part of NGO Estonian 
Urban Lab, an urban thought and competence centre. With this organization, 
I	initiated	an	architectural	competition	for	school	children	which	was	the	first	
one	of	 its	kind	 in	Estonia.	So	 far,	 the	 topics	 for	 the	competition	have	been:	
“Dream school” (2014), “My dream school ground” (2015), and “My dream 
home street” (2016).

In spring 2015, I started NGO Estonian Green School Grounds in Estonia, 
since I had noticed the relevance and impact of children’s learning spaces, 
including school grounds. Since I had studied the possibilities of school ground 
design for a while, I decided I wanted to offer Estonian children better learning 
environments and mobility opportunities in their school grounds, and give all 
the input and knowledge I have to make schools and related agencies more 
aware of the relevance of school grounds.

Last summer I also received input from the Estonian Educational Ministry that 
there	is	no	one	in	Estonia	who	is	yet	focusing	specifically	on	school	grounds.	
They have now joined me as a partner on that topic.
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Evergreen

550 Bayview Avenue, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario  M4W 3X8
Canada

+1 416 596 1495
www.evergreen.ca

Evergreen is one of Canada’s leading funders of community and school greening
projects.	Since	1991,	we	have	provided	 funding	and	expert	 assistance	 to	more	
than 6,600 school ground and community-based projects, distributing over $9.9 
million in funds to support projects ranging from stream bank restoration to school 
ground food gardens. Over 1,156,074 elementary and secondary school students 
and	 93,434	 teachers	 and	 school	 staff	 have	 directly	 benefited	 from	 a	 greening	
project at their school. In addition to funding, we also provide training, design 
and maintenance advice, and a range of print and online resources to ensure the 
success of your project.

List	of	topics	we’re	presently	working	on:
•	 Designing and planning green school grounds—landscape guidelines for 

school boards
•	 Design principles and guidelines for Early Years Centers
•	 Early years training workshops in natural learning
•	 Design and programming of a world class, fully accessible Children’s Garden 

at Evergreen Brick Works, Center for Green Cities – inclusive of a children’s 
greenhouse, an edible landscape, construction and handwork area and fully 
manual water works studio space/ garden irrigation installation based on 
experimentation,	imagination	and	free-play.

Our organization specializes in hands-on help for schools and school boards in 
cities	across	Canada.	This	includes	expertise	in	planning	and	designing	green	school	
grounds, programming and placemaking, curriculum connections to the green 
school ground, materials and techniques related to sustainable school ground design, 
sustainable	 procurement	 policies	 for	 boards,	 examples	 of	 landscape	 guidelines	
related to local green standards, and design of early years natural play environments.
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Heidi Campbell

Senior Design Consultant
Evergreen

hcampbell@evergreen.ca

Cam Collyer

Executive Director, Programs
Evergreen

ccollyer@evergreen.ca

Heidi is the Senior Designer for Evergreen Learning Grounds. Her passion 
is revealing the connections between landscape and child development. She 
started with Evergreen in 2001 as their School Ground Design Consultant 
at	the	Toronto	District	School	Board	(TDSB),	Evergreen’s	first	partnership	
agreement with a board of education. Heidi helped the TDSB to evolve a 
strategic direction for greening school grounds with a strong emphasis 
on creating natural play environments inclusive of learning gardens, tree 
planting, trail building, natural play elements and the provision of shade. 

A	 qualified	 teacher	 with	 a	 focus	 on	 child	 development	 and	 place-based	
learning,	she	has	worked	in	a	variety	of	contexts	with	artists,	teachers,	and	
volunteers to envision and design healthy natural play–learning environments 
for children of all ages. She recently developed landscape guidelines for 
full day kindergarten that are used by design professionals and educators 
to rethink outdoor spaces for early years. A focus of Heidi’s current work is 
animating, managing, evaluating and writing about a unique ‘lab’ play space 
at Evergreen Brick Works, an internationally renowned sustainability center 
in Toronto, Ontario. 

Heidi continues to consult with school boards, daycares, and municipalities 
to create comprehensive design guidelines for improving children’s outdoor 
play–learning environments across Canada. She has a Master’s degree in 
Landscape Architecture from the University of Guelph and a Bachelor of 
Education from the University of Toronto.

Cam	is	 the	Executive	Director,	Programs	at	Evergreen,	a	Canadian	charity	
“Inspiring action to green cities”. He oversees Evergreen’s national suite of 
programs that focus on the design, stewardship and animation of public lands. 
This includes the award winning national school ground greening program 
—Toyota Evergreen Learning Grounds.

Cam has directed the establishment of a national network of school ground 
design professionals, the creation of a large suite of print and web-based 
publications, the development of pioneering partnerships with schools boards 
across Canada and the distribution of over $2.5 million in grants to schools. 
Cam is a co-founder of the International School Ground Alliance and sits on 
the board of directors of Green Teacher magazine and Green Schoolyards 
America.
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Fundación Patio Vivo

Santiago
Chile

+59 9 56781178
www.patiovivo.cl

Patio	Vivo	 identifies	 different	 challenges	 in	 each	 city	 and	 in	 each	 school,	 such	
as:	school	coexistence,	student	obesity,	access	to	nature	and	poor	performance	in	
standardized	international	tests.	In	this	context	Patio	Vivo	understands	the	school	
grounds as another teacher to promote good actions and face these different 
challenges.

Patio Vivo’s mission is to create an educational landscape to enhance children 
quality life and their learning opportunities. Patio Vivo improves school grounds, 
turning them into gardens and playgrounds that promote community life, contact 
with nature, and healthy lifestyle.

To intervene the schoolyard Patio Vivo considers the educational project and the 
space of the school, so to design according to them. The process starts making a 
diagnosis to understand the particular school culture, and continues working with 
teachers and students, to analyze available space, playing demands and nature 
closeness. Finally Patio Vivo designs and constructs a landscape project. Once 
construction	is	finished,	Patio	Vivo	approaches	teachers	to	promote	the	new	space	
as an educational place. 

For	more	info	please	visit:	 
www.patiovivo.cl   or   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0O85Veg6Tg

Angela Ibañez 

Executive Director
Fundación Patio Vivo

aibanez@patiovivo.cl

I have always been interested in Landscaping. I worked in Enseña Chile, 
which is part of Teach for All network. After that, I did post graduate studies in 
Landscaping and Architecture, obtaining a Master Degree focused on research 
about	educational	landscaping.	After	that,	I	co-founded	Patio	Vivo,	a	nonprofit	
organization which transforms schoolyards into a learning landscape that 
promotes community life, close contact with nature, and a healthy lifestyle. 
I	 became	 the	 Executive	 Director	 of	 Patio	 Vivo.	 In	 this	 position	 I	 have	 to	
coordinate an interdisciplinary team to build a bridge between education and 
landscaping design. We have managed more than 15 projects in three years, 
benefiting	more	than	5,000	children.

Each school in Chile has its own Educational Project. Patio Vivo intervene 
each schoolyard according to these projects. Some school may request more 
playground, some others may want more closeness with nature or more space 
for outdoor classes. 

To design school grounds as a learning landscape Patio Vivo has to create a 
common language between education and landscaping,
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GoodPlanet Belgium

Edinburgstraat 26 
1050 Brussel
Belgium 

+32 (0)470 05 04 40 
www.goodplanet.be

Since 1997, GoodPlanet Belgium has been inspiring all generations to become 
engaged and to build a sustainable society by undertaking positive actions and 
sharing	expertise.	GoodPlanet	develops	projects,	trainings	and	teaching	packages	
on all sustainability themes (consumption and waste management, energy and 
climate,	mobility,	nature	and	biodiversity,	coexistence,	food	and	water).	To	this	
end,	fifty	co-workers	and	dozens	of	volunteers	devote	their	knowhow	and	passion	
for sustainable development on a daily basis. 

GoodPlanet also reaches adults annually by partnering with businesses that 
actively assume their social role and organise awareness-raising campaigns 
for the general public. In addition to the substantial impact on individuals and 
organisations (businesses, schools, clubs and public administrations), GoodPlanet 
also	endeavours	to	have	a	more	structural	influence	in	our	society.	

GoodPlanet has nature programs (trainings, workshops, events, projects…) for 
teachers, educators, children and families. The focus of the green schoolground 
project is children’s well-being through play and reconnection with nature.  

GoodPlanet is a co-founder of a Flemish/Dutch network called ‘Springzaad’, 
which has as goal to create more nature for children and youngsters. They also 
participate in the network ‘Goe Gespeeld’ (Well Played) which has as mission ‘to 
inspire	true	play’	and	support	local	governments	to	make	changes	in	the	benefits	
of children’s play opportunities. 

Joke Cant

Project Coordinator and  
Landscape Architect 
GoodPlanet Belgium

j.cant@goodplanet.be 

Joke Cant is a landscape architect who started her career in educating children, 
youngsters and teachers in creativity and arts, technology and ecology. She 
has been working on nature projects with GoodPlanet for almost 10 years. 
For the last few years she has led the (Flemish) green school ground project, 
where she combines both her interest in education and landscaping. 

Joke inspires schools (through conferences, workshops and methodological 
tools), coordinates the project, and works with policymakers to make long 
term differences regarding the quality of the outdoor learning environment, 
risk	taking,	health	benefits,	etc.	Together	with	a	team	of	coaches	she	supports	
schools to make substantial changes and to adapt their learning methods 
using the outside environment.

Joke also works on projects with local governments to create public 
adventurous playgrounds, always including children of the neighborhood in 
the brainstorming phase and implementation. 

Joke is passionate about theatre and helps out in her children’s school garden 
in her free time.
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Kylie Moses

Environmental Educator
GreenED and Univ. of the Sunshine Coast 
and Australian Assoc. for Env. Education 

greenED.kylie@gmail.com

Kylie has a Health and Physical Education teaching background, with a 
Postgraduate	Diploma	in	Exercise	and	Nutrition.	In	2014,	Kylie	completed	
a Master of Education at the University of the Sunshine Coast, completing 
research on Outdoor Teaching in School Grounds and has shared her research 
findings	 in	 Indonesia	 and	 New	 Zealand,	 with	 conference	 presentations	
planned in Sweden and Australia in late 2016. 

Kylie is passionate about taking learning outdoors in schools and sharing 
outdoor learning theory and strategies with all educators. Kylie has found 
that collaborative school kitchen gardening and learnscape projects support 
the delivery of learning for sustainability in schools. 

As the director of GreenED, Kylie offers professional development for 
educators in schools, businesses, and community groups to incorporate 
effective Education for Sustainablity strategies, link with local environmental 
groups and get children back outside. She also teaches children’s environmental 
education workshops as part of the www.eARTh-ed.com.au team.

GreenED and 
University of the Sunshine Coast  and 
Australian Assoc. for Env. Education

11 Whale Drive
Sunshine Beach, 4567
Australia

+61 411 238 753
www.greenED.com.au

GreenED offers environmental education professional development for educators 
and community groups, as well as children’s outdoor environmental learning 
workshops. GreenED Learnscapes provides consulting and project management 
to support schools and communities to green school grounds, promoting nature 
play, well-being and outdoor learning for all ages. Collaborative planning 
involves children, families and local environmental groups with professional 
landscape designers to achieve the best outcomes. GreenED Learnscapes employ 
social, economic and environmental sustainability practices to promote nature 
engagement,	biodiversity,	enjoyment	and	beneficial	risk	in	school	grounds.	

University of the Sunshine Coast School of Education offers an elective for 
pre-service teachers “Learning for Sustainability in Schools” and now offers a 
double degree in Secondary HPE and Outdoor Education. 

The Australian Association for Environmental Education is the professional 
network for Australian environmental educators and has published the Australian 
Journal of Environmental Education for over 30 years. AAEE’s motto is working 
for sustainability and sharing learning. 
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Green Schools National Network

Dr. Jenny Seydel, 109 Pine View Drive      
Madison, Wisconsin  53704
USA

+1 608 285 5462
www.greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org

The	Green	 Schools	National	Network	 is	 a	 non-profit	 organization,	 founded	 in	
2008, that works with educators, government and non-governmental organizations 
and agencies, as well as private partners. They create broad-based initiatives and 
successful strategies aimed at fostering healthy, sustainable K-12 schools across 
the United States. Founded by principals, superintendents, and teachers, GSNN 
is devoted to accelerating student achievement through the implementation of 
green, healthy and sustainable practices. Thousands of schools in the USA use 
the organization for resources and attend the popular annual Green Schools 
Conference.

Kenohsa, Wisconsin, Harborside Academy’s school garden.

Allen Stenstrup, 6682 Time Square Avenue, Unit 102
Orlando, Florida  32835   
USA

+1 202 246 3976
www.greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org

Our First Garden

Our	 First	 Garden	 is	 in	 the	 final	 stages	 of	 becoming	 a	 non-profit	 organization	
in	 the	United	States.	The	non-profit	was	 an	 idea	 that	 came	about	 after	 several	
successful school garden projects were completed in Peru and Guatemala. The 
organization will provide funding and resources for beginning school gardens, 
managing school gardens, and developing Early Childhood Discovery and Play 
areas in developing countries. New projects are being planned in Nepal, Cuba, 
and in parts of Africa.
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Allen Stenstrup

President
Green Schools National Network

Founder, Our First Garden

alstenstrup@yahoo.com

Allen Stenstrup currently serves as president of the Green Schools National 
Network. He recently retired from full-time work and is in the process of 
starting	Our	First	Garden,	a	nonprofit	that	will	support	the	building	of	school	
gardens and providing Early Childhood Play and Discovery Areas in developing 
countries. He also provides consulting services for education organizations, 
speaks at education conferences, and leads education travel workshops.

Al is the former Director of Education Programs for Project Learning Tree 
(PLT). In this position he developed new education materials and programs, 
like PLT GreenSchools, for a national audience. He also directed the 
development of PLT Educator Modules on Environmental Risk, Forests of 
the World, Early Childhood, Places We Live, and Forest Issues.

A	former	middle	school	science	teacher,	Al	has	more	than	40	years	of	experience	
in	 the	 field	 of	 education.	 He	 has	 conducted	 professional	 development	
workshops across the country and the world on global environmental issues. 
He has been an instructor in several universities teaching Science Methods to 
preservice educators.

His book Diminishing Resources – Forests (2010) highlights the planets 
changing forests and what people are doing to manage this critical resource. He 
is known for his interactive workshops that engage the learner in many ways. 
In 2010, he received the national award Outstanding Service to Environmental 
Education at the Global Level from the North American Association for 
Environmental Education for his work in 20 countries across the world.

Dr. Jenny Seydel

Executive Director
Green Schools National Network

jseydel@greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org

Jennifer	Seydel	brings	over	35	years	of	experience	as	an	educator	to	her	role	
as	Executive	Director	for	the	Green	Schools	National	Network.		

Prior to her work with the Green Schools National Network, she was a 
School	Designer	 for	Expeditionary	Learning,	a	nonprofit	education	reform	
organization	that	partners	with	existing	schools	and	opens	new	schools	with	
the goal of preparing children and youth for success in an ever changing 
world.	She	also	served	as	an	Associate	Professor	of	Education	at	Springfield	
College	 in	Springfield,	Massachusetts	 and	 as	 the	Director	 of	 the	S.A.G.E.	
Project—a college-community collaboration founded to address the needs 
of	highest	risk	high	school	students	in	Springfield,	Massachusetts—Jennifer	
designed the S.A.G.E. M.Ed. program, a graduate degree in Education and 
Counseling. The students who graduated from this program have gone on 
to become leaders and change agents in many urban school districts in New 
England.

In	her	work	with	Expeditionary	Learning,	Jennifer	provided	school	coaching,	
leadership development, and curriculum design support to schools in Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Rhode Island, Wisconsin, West Virginia, 
and	Minnesota.	She	is	the	lead	author	on	one	of	the	first	integrated	curriculum	
modules that integrate the Common Core State Standards in ELA with the 
Next	Generation	Science	Standards.	Water is Life:  The Earth’s Hydrosphere 
and its Influence on Life can be downloaded at achievethecore.org.
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Green Schoolyard Network

241 Cochituate Road
Wayland, Massachusetts  01778
USA

+1 508 364 9138
www.greenschoolyardnetwork.org

Kirk Meyer

Executive Director
Green Schoolyard Network

kirk@greenschoolyardnetwork.org

The Green Schoolyard Network promotes the use of schoolyards for teaching and 
learning,	health	and	fitness,	environmental	literacy	and	as	centers	of	community	
life.	The	core	mission	of	the	network	is	to	expand	the	green	schoolyard	movement	
by sharing best practices and highlighting many of the diverse programs currently 
designing	 green	 spaces,	 outdoor	 classrooms	 and	 experiential	 pedagogies.	
The Green Schoolyard Network website and Facebook page provide articles, 
publications	and	links	to	programs	and	practitioners	in	the	field	as	a	way	to	share	
knowledge and encourage a robust dialogue among stakeholders.

Kirk	Meyer	is	the	former	(and	Founding)	Executive	Director	of	the	Boston	
Schoolyard Funders Collaborative, a group of private sector philanthropies 
partnering with the City of Boston to sustainably develop public schoolyards. 
During his tenure the Boston Schoolyard Initiative constructed 77 new 
schoolyards and won awards from the National League of Cities and the 
American Society of Landscape Architects. Prior to this, Kirk was Director 
of Education for the Boston Green Space Alliance, a membership network of 
open space organizations in Boston. 

Kirk	 also	 helped	 found	 the	 Boston	 Food	 Bank	 and	 was	 its	 first	 Director	
of Corporate Affairs. During his tenure, the food bank’s membership 
grew to over 600 agencies and became the largest non-governmental food 
relief program in New England. During this time, he also won a National 
Innovation Award from the Second Harvest National Food Bank Network 
and he served as Chair of the Massachusetts Anti-Hunger Coalition. Before 
entering	 the	 non-profit	 sector,	 Kirk	was	 co-owner	 and	 President	 of	 Snow	
Flower	Frozen	Desserts	(Woodstock,	NY),	the	country’s	first	commercially	
sold and nationally distributed all natural soy milk “ice cream”. He attended 
Bard College. Now, semi-retired, he is a little bit lazy but considers that a 
good thing.
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Sharon Danks

CEO 
Green Schoolyards America

sharon@greenschoolyards.org

Environmental city planner, Sharon Danks, is the CEO and founder of Green 
Schoolyards America. Over the last seventeen years, her professional work 
and passion have focused on transforming school grounds into vibrant public 
spaces	 that	 reflect	 and	 enhance	 local	 ecology,	 engage	 the	 community,	 and	
nurture children as they learn and play. Sharon has shaped school district 
approaches to schoolyard greening and facilitated green schoolyard master 
planning processes for more than three-dozen schools. Her current work 
targets systemic changes that will help to scale up the green schoolyard 
movement, improving the well-being of children and the urban environment 
at the same time.  

An accomplished schoolyard researcher and speaker, Sharon has traveled the 
world to study hundreds of school grounds and share best practices. This 
international	experience	informs	her	work	in	the	USA	and	is	celebrated	in	her	
book, Asphalt to Ecosystems: Design Ideas for Schoolyard Transformation. 

Sharon is a co-founder the International School Grounds Alliance. In 2011, 
she directed the ISGA’s conference in California, entitled Engaging our 
Grounds. Sharon is also a founding principal of the landscape architecture 
and	planning	firm,	Bay	Tree	Design.	She	has	served	on	California’s	statewide	
Environmental Literacy Taskforce, and is currently a member of the advisory 
boards for the Green Schools National Network and the Bay Area Children 
in Nature Collaborative. In 2015, Sharon was honored to become an 
Ashoka	Affiliate.	She	holds	master’s	degrees	in	landscape	architecture	and	
city planning from UC Berkeley, and a bachelor’s degree from Princeton 
University.	She	is	also	the	mother	of	two	expert	playground	testers.

Green Schoolyards America

Berkeley, California
USA 

+1 510 872 4554
www.greenschoolyards.org

Green	Schoolyards	America	is	a	national	nonprofit	organization	that	expands	and	
strengthens the green schoolyard movement and empowers Americans to become 
stewards of their school and neighborhood environments. We believe that school 
grounds are uniquely positioned to enrich the daily lives of children and their 
communities, occupying both the geographic and social heart of almost every city 
across the USA and around the world.  

Our mission is to inspire and enable communities to enrich their school grounds and 
use them to improve children’s well-being, learning and play while contributing to 
the ecological health and resilience of their cities. Our programs support the living 
school ground movement, build relationships that help it succeed, and work to embed 
this	perspective	in	our	existing	institutions	and	policy	and	regulatory	frameworks.		

Founded in 2013, Green Schoolyards America provides resources, training, and support 
for	 pre-K-12	 school	 districts	 and	 partners	 with	 nonprofits,	 businesses,	 government	
agencies, and utilities to effect change across the country. We take a systems approach 
to transforming school grounds by helping districts develop comprehensive, green 
schoolyard programs with strong connections to local sustainable-city planning efforts, 
regional ecosystems, educational standards, and children’s health. We work with school 
districts	 to	 develop	 site-specific	operational	 strategies	 and	professional	 development	
programs for school administrators to help them adopt and sustain living school grounds.
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Tim Grant

Editor 
Green Teacher

tim@greenteacher.com

In 2001, Green Teacher published the book Greening School Grounds, which 
has sold 15,000 copies.  Over 175 educators helped us determine the contents 
and ensure that the book met the needs of parents and teachers who wanted 
to	 transform	 their	 schoolyards.	 Since	 that	 time,	 our	 non-profit	 magazine	
Green Teacher has published one article related to innovative school ground 
greening in almost every issue. The titles of the most recent articles include 
Starting a School Garden Summer Camp, Creating School Gardens the Last, 
Stormwater Stewards, An Outdoor Play and Learn Area, and Investigating 
Water Pathways in Schoolyards. Finally, we’ve also hosted webinars with 
Sharon Danks (Schoolyards Re-Imagined) and Cam Collyer (School Grounds 
for Healthy Play and Learning). Both of the webinars and all the schoolyard 
greening articles from the past 27 back issues of Green Teacher can be freely 
accessed	by	those	that	subscribe	to	the	non-profit	magazine.

A former high school teacher, Tim Grant has been the co-editor of Green 
Teacher magazine for the past 20 years, along with Gail Littlejohn. During 
this	 time,	he	has	co-edited	six	books,	 four	e-books	and	given	hundreds	of	
presentations around the world on how best to educate young people about 
the environment. 

Green Teacher

95 Robert Street, 
Toronto, Ontario  M5S 2K5 
Canada

+1 416 960 1244 and +1 888 804 1486
www.greenteacher.com

Green Teacher is	a	quarterly,	non-profit	magazine	for	parents,	teachers	and	other	
youth educators who are looking for innovative ways to promote environmental 
literacy amongst young people aged 6-19. Each 52 page magazine is full of 
teaching strategies, ready-to-use activities and reviews of new educational 
resources, covering a wide variety of topics. Available in both print and digital 
formats, the majority of readers access the magazine via the online edition. 
Dozens of organizations have bulk digital subscriptions so that all their staff can 
access the latest issue of the magazine, along with the contents of the 30+ back 
issues and more than 50 webinars for their professional development.

Green Teacher	has	published	six	books,	including	Greening School Grounds. In 
2014,	we	launched	a	series	of	inexpensive	books	in	English	and	French.	Close	to	
30	ebooks	will	be	published	in	the	next	few	years,	each	focusing	on	a	particular	
theme	 and	 appropriate	 for	 those	 working	 with	 a	 specific	 age	 group.	 Finally,	
francophone	 and	 Spanish-speaking	 educators	 will	 find	 on	 the	 Green Teacher 
website hundreds of translations of our articles. All of these can be downloaded 
for free from the Green Teacher website.
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Grün macht Schule

Bernhard Weiß Straße 6
10178 Berlin
Germany

+49 030 90227 5170
www.gruen-macht-schule-kindergarten.de or www.gruen-macht-schule.de

Ecological Redesigning of School Fields Suitable to the Requirements of Children 
in Berlin. “Grün macht Schule” is one of the most successful and longest working 
initiatives dealing with environment research and pedagogy.

Grün macht Schule prepares information and consultation to schools and other 
pedagogic institutions for the realization of ecological projects. Thereby we focus 
on projects which create and design ecological training facilities and school 
grounds suitable to children.

One of our main topics is the realization of school internal, regional and supra 
regional	training	projects	(for	example	workshops,	feasibility	studies,	seminars,	
lectures, conferences, etc.). Additionally, we coordinate and support school 
ground project planning processes, organized in close cooperation with landscape 
architects, planners and administrative authorities and organizations.

The	highest	principles	of	Grün	macht	Schule	within	the	above	explained	projects	
are:	help	to	self-help,	self-participation	of	teachers,	students	and	parents.

Instead of wide and open, eventless and cheerless school grounds, Grün macht 
Schule has built small, creative play areas and school grounds which contain, 
for	 example,	 artful	 objects	 as	well	 as	 play	 facilities.	All	 these	 school	 grounds	
improvements may also be used in the students’ leisure time.

Manfred Dietzen is a landscape architect with a graduate degree in 
engineering. Since 2009, he has been the coordinator of “Grün macht Schule” 
in Berlin, Germany. Grün macht Schule is the advisory center for ecological, 
participatory schoolyard redesign for the Berlin Government’s Department for 
Education, Research and Science.

Manfred studied landscape architecture at Beuth College for Techniques and 
Landscape Architecture and at the Technische Universität of Berlin. In 1992 
he	co-founded	a	planning	office,	with	landscape	architect	Birgit	Teichmann,	
that focuses on ecological design of schoolyards and preschools (called 
“kindergartens”	in	Germany).	The	office	has	already	planned	and	renovated	
more than 60 schoolyards and kindergartens, mostly in Berlin, in an ecological 
and participatory manner.

Manfred has been involved for over 25 years in ecological design of schoolyards 
and kindergartens. He organizes conferences and schoolyard tours and 
delivers speeches at universities, secondary schools, insurance agencies, and 
architects’ associations. He has written articles in professional journals, and 
has worked with Grün macht Schule to establish standards for participatory 
design and ecological quality for primary and secondary schools in Berlin.  He 
is currently working with Grün macht Schule to develop ecological quality 
standards for redesigning kindergartens in Berlin.

Manfred Dietzen

Coordinator and Landscape Architect
Grün macht Schule

manfred.dietzen@senbjw.berlin.de
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Hong Duc University

566 Quang Trung
Thanh Hoa City
Vietnam

web.hdu.edu.vn/en-us/

Hong Duc University (HDU), founded in 1997, is a public institute with multiple 
disciplines.	It	is	affiliated	with	Thanh	Hoa	province,	which	is	one	of	the	poorest	
provinces in Vietnam. 

Currently HDU has about 800 teaching staff, including 100 doctors and professors. 
The	university	has	about	14,000	students	and	four	main	academic	departments:	
economics and business administration; engineering and technology; agriculture, 
forestry	and	fisheries;	and	 teacher	 training	from	preschool	 through	high	school	
levels. The university grants bachelor through doctoral degrees. Besides educating 
the populuation of the province and its neighbors, the university also conducts 
research in the applied sciences, industrialization technology, and modernization 
processes for the province and the country. Cooperation with international partners 
is one of the most important tasks in the university’s development strategy.

Dr. Ha Thi Hoang

Lecturer and researcher
Hong Duc University

hoangthiha@hdu.edu.vn
hhoangthvn@gmail.com
+84 964 620 145

Dr. Ha Thi Hoang originally trained to become a biology teacher. After several 
years of teaching at a high school in Vietnam, she took part in the PREDICT 
project funded by the EU and graduated in 2001 with a Master’s degree in 
ecology. She then moved to Hong Duc University. From 2010–2014 Ha received 
a scholarship from Thanh Hoa province to study for her PhD in “Sustainable 
Tourism Development” in Germany. During that time, she was involved in the 
Regional Learning Center for Protected Areas Management project funded by 
DAAD in cooperation with Germany and universities in Vietnam.

After	a	long	period	of	gathering	knowledge	and	experience,	she	now	takes	a	
big interest in dealing with environmental problems, especially raising public 
awareness of related issues. The conference “Inspiring School Grounds” in 
Bali, Indonesia in September 2015 has really inspired her to do something 
for schools in Vietnam. She is working to bring students more opportunities 
to learn, develop, and be actively involved in environmental issues, as many 
other countries are doing. She believes that “school grounds” are great places 
to play and learn and that “green schools” provide the most wonderful lessons 
of “sustainable development” and “environmental protection” for students!

As a partner on Project Central’s 2016 U.S. Embassy Bangkok grant, “Keeping 
a Clean Environment through Art and Green Schools”, Ha will serve as the 
local coordinator for the grant in Vietnam. She is looking forward to working 
with Shari Wilson, also a Leadership Council member, and others from the 
United States and Laos on programs to support using school grounds to educate 
students and communities.
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Incursiones

Caracas
Venezuela

+58 424 2450394 
www.incursiones-ve.com/paradiso

Incursiones is a social initiative and architecture studio based in Caracas, Venezuela. 
Founded in 2014, it was created to provoke interactions between the city and its 
inhabitants.	Through	different	experiences,	the	initiative	aims	to	reveal	new	ways	to	
approach the design of public space and how we think about our cities.

Paradiso, a project of Incursiones, Central Arquitectura and other public and 
private organizations, is an urban garden whose care and growth has been entrusted 
to	the	inhabitants	of	Caracas.	In	a	context	where	we	seem	to	have	forgotten	some	
of	the	basic	rules	of	peaceful	coexistence,	this	temporary	installation	on	display	
from	June	4-18,	2016,	provided	a	space	in	which	visitors	could	regain	confidence	
in one another and the city as a place that brings us all together. 

Paradiso	was	first	installed	for	two	weeks	in	a	small	but	busy	urban	square	called	
Plaza Sucre. The square is part of what is known as the colonial center of the old 
town of Petare, presently the largest slum in Venezuela and one of the largest in 
Latin America. We are proud to say that Paradiso was intensely used by more than 
5,000 people, even changing the everyday use of the space. We know that 85% of 
the people who get involved in the garden live in the slums near the square, and 
70% were under twelve years old. 

Paradiso is a small, modular installation that can easily be dismantled and transported. 
We hope to replicate the project to allow it to grow into a wider community of 
urban	caretakers.	How	big	this	community	grows	depends	to	a	great	extent	on	the	
collaboration and generosity of other institutions and individuals. Currently we are 
working towards rebuilding Paradiso in two other municipalities in Caracas as well 
as other cities in Venezuela. Most of the issues Paradiso addresses are relevant in 
many parts of the world. Our goal is to create an international platform of support 
that	would	help	expand	the	project	beyond	our	borders.

Josymar Rodriguez

Director and Co-Founder
Incursiones

josy@incursiones-ve.com

Josymar Rodriguez is director and co-founder of Incursiones. Before 
Incursiones,	Josymar	worked	in	private	architecture	firms	and	art	platforms	
and received several awards for architectural competitions. She has a 
professional degree in Architecture from Universidad Simon Bolivar with a 
Diploma in Design and Social Innovation from Prodiseño and Universidad 
Católica	Andres	Bello	and	is	also	a	professional	fellow	from	the	first	cohort	
of the program ‘Young Leaders of the Americas Initiative’.

Together with my partners I developed Paradiso, a public garden that provides 
a	space	of	inclusion	and	illusion,	a	fragile	space	secluded	from	a	conflictive	
context	in	which	the	visitor	is	invited	to	help	build	a	different	kind	of	city.	By	
promoting interaction and collaboration, Paradiso aims at rebuilding citizenship 
and	confidence	both	towards	the	city	and	towards	its	other	inhabitants.	With	
this social program we won the Impact Hub Education fellowship in witch we 
are developing ways to bring Paradiso to the slums of our city. 
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Karel Komárek Proměny Foundation

Nadace Proměny Karla Komárka
Vinohradská 1511/230, 100 00 Praha 10
The Czech Republic

+ 420 725 761 147
www.nadace-promeny.cz/en/home.html and www.portalpromen.cz (in Czech)

Karel	Komárek	 Proměny	 Foundation	 is	 a	 Czech	 private	 non-profit	 organisation	
founded in 2006, whose mission is to support the development of the urban 
environment in the Czech Republic and to promote public awareness of architecture, 
landscaping, and the importance of the quality environment for people. 

We are keen to do our bit to make well-designed public space a natural element 
of life in cities in the Czech Republic. Our aim is to make the general public more 
involved in the related changes, and to ensure that the urban environment offers 
more suitable opportunities for the healthy growth of children.

By running three grant schemes, we contribute to the development of public parks, 
school gardens and other sites in urban public space. We provide grants, technical 
support and consultations to municipalities, schools and small initiatives that aim to 
improve the urban environment. We initiate conceptual transformations that are based 
on	cooperation	with	experienced	professionals	and	involve	the	local	community	alike.	

In our PARKS program, we give Czech towns the opportunity to restore landscaped 
public spaces, such as parks, public gardens, and green recreational areas. In our 
PLAYFUL GARDEN program, we help to transform Czech school gardens into 
an	 inspiring	 and	 healthy	 environment	 for	 children.	We	 offer	 schools	 financial,	
methodological and consultative support. We initiate the involvement of children, 
teachers and parents in the restoration and further development of gardens. We 
show why contact with nature and unstructured play are important for the healthy 
all-round development of children. In 2016, we launched the TRANSFORM 
YOUR TOWN program providing support and assistance to bottom-up initiated 
projects that aim to improve the urban environment, develop the public space, and 
facilitate a public debate about topics related to this effort.

Jana Říhová

Project Manager
Karel Komárek Proměny Foundation

Jana.Rihova@nadace-promeny.cz

Jana	Říhová	is	a	project	manager	in	the	Karel	Komárek	Proměny	Foundation,	
which raises awareness about architecture, landscaping and the impact our 
surroundings can have on us. The Foundation has been networking with 
related NGOs, landscape organizations and public administration in the 
Czech Republic to make the importance of well-designed and actively used 
school	gardens	more	vivid.	Jana´s	role	is	to	help	schools:	start	their	project	
in the foundation´s grant scheme in the right way; help to implement the 
methodology; help teachers to join the project actively; show the community 
how	 to	be	more	engaged;	promote	examples	of	good	practice;	 and	 spread	
communications about the project. 
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Keitaro ITO Laboratory of Environmental Design
Kyushu Institute of Technology
1-1 Sensui-cho, Tobata-ku, Kitakyushu-shi
Fukuoka 804-0015, Japan

www.keitaroito-lab-kit.com/top_en.html

The Kyushu Institute of Technology was originally founded in 1907, in the northern 
area of the island of Kyushu in Japan. At the Laboratory of Environmental Design, 
we study how to design urban parks, forests, rivers and school grounds for people 
and biodiversity. There has been a rapid decrease in the amount of open or natural 
space in Japan in recent years, and urban areas are particularly affected due to housing 
development. Children’s physical play environments and playgrounds are changing 
and the opportunities for free play in stimulating environments are declining. We 
use Multi-Functional Landscape Planning (MFLP, Ito et al., 2016) analysis for our 
projects. We also take an “ecological psychology” approach to development and 
learning, following the perception-action perspective introduced by Gibson (1979) 
as the theory of Affordances. Our projects aim to create places for children’s play and 
ecological education that can simultaneously form part of an ecological network in 
urban	areas.	We	are	also	working	on	how	to	plan	and	manage	existing	open	spaces	
from a landscape planning perspective, focusing on the methods used to plan them, 
the planning process as a whole, and how schoolchildren participate in this process.

Dr. Keitaro Ito

Professor
Kyushu Institute of Technology

keitaro.ito.webmail@me.com 

Keitaro is a professor at Kyushu Institute of Technology, Japanese National 
University. He studied forest ecology at Kyushu University.  He has worked 
in	a	landscape	design	office	in	Tokyo,	and	as	a	guest	member	of	the	staff	at	the	
University of Newcastle upon Tyne in the UK (2001), and in Germany at TU-
Berlin (2014). 

Keitaro has an interest in ecology and ecological landscape design. He lives 
in Fukuoka-city, in the south part of Japan. Over the last 15 years, he has been 
interested in nature restoration in urban areas, river restoration, gardens in 
primary schools, forest parks and urban parks. He sometimes enjoys longboard 
surfing	and	walking	in	the	mountains	outside	the	city--and	sees	this	as	one	of	
the important reasons to think about nature preservation and restoration. 

His	recent	work	relates	to	the	“Onga-river	fishway	and	surrounding	landscape”	
in Kyushu, Japan. This project won a Good Design award in 2013. He has 
also	worked	on:	the	“Megurizaka-pond	renovation”	project	in	Kitakyushu-
city; a school garden biotope project at Ikiminami Primary School, which 
was	awarded	a	Golden	prize,	Kids	Design	in	2007;	a	handmade	flower	pot	
kit, called “ecopo,” which was awarded for Good Design in 2006; and a 
forest restoration project called “Komorebi no mori--Sunshine forest project” 
in Nogata-city in 2002. He is a member of the advisory board for URBIO 
(Urban Biodiversity and Design), an international network. 

To read more about his work and read his essays in English, please visit this 
website:	http://www.thenatureofcities.com/author/keitaroito/

Kyushu Institute of Technology
Laboratory of Environmental Design
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Learning Landscapes

College of Architecture and Planning
University of Colorado Denver, Campus Box 126
PO Box 173364
Denver, Colorado 80217-3364 USA

+1 720 939 5194
www.learninglandscapes.org

Lois A. Brink, M.L.A. (Master of Landscape Arch.), B.A. (Environmental Design), 
University of Pennsylvania, is a landscape architect and tenured professor at the 
University of Colorado. She is the principal leader in Denver Public Schools’ 
Learning Landscapes project, a $50 million design and construction initiative that 
in 2012 completed 96 elementary schoolyards after a 12-year build out.

A faculty member at the University of Colorado for 25 years, she has been Director
of Learning Landscapes for ten years. Learning Landscapes is an innovative 
schoolyard	redevelopment	program	with	a	threefold	mission:	1)	design	and	construct	
environments for healthy living; 2) empower children and communities through 
school and after-school activities, community organizing, healthy eating and active 
living, and 3) evaluate and research these activities in a comprehensive manner.

Lois Brink

In	 2014,	 Lois	 began	 consulting	 as	 Chief	 Strategist	 for	 The	 Big	 Sandbox,	
a	 non-profit	 organization	 formed	 to	 support	 small-scale	 neighborhood	
efforts and grow them into large system-wide community change. The Big 
Sandbox	is	a	recent	recipient	of	a	Knight	Cities	civic	innovation	award	for	
their current efforts focused on Philadelphia schoolyards and the partnership 
with Philadelphia Water and its progressive greenstormwater infrastructure 
program.

Programs	or	topics	currently	working	on	that	relate	to	school	grounds:
•	 Design and construction
•	 School gardens and urban farms on school grounds
•	 Curriculum development

Professor Landscape Architecture
Learning Landscapes
Lois.Brink@UCDenver.edu

Chief Strategist
The Big SandBox
www.thebigsandbox.org
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Mary Jackson

Projects Manager 
Learning through Landscapes

Director, Play Learning Life

mejmidge@gmail.com

Mary is currently both a Director of Play Learning Life (PLL) and Projects 
Manager at Learning through Landscapes (LTL). With a background in both 
education and landscape architecture she brings these together in her roles 
with the two organisations. In 2003 she received a Churchill fellowship to 
visit school grounds in South Africa, Australia and New Zealand and has since 
been inspired by school grounds in Europe, North America and Indonesia, 
thanks	to	the	ISGA—she	brings	all	this	experience	to	her	current	work	in	the	
UK. Mary is a also co-founder of the ISGA and directed The World Outside 
the Classroom conference in 2010.

Over the last 25 years Mary’s work has been connected with school grounds 
whether as a physical education teacher or within the voluntary sector. She 
has developed and run a wide range of training including university courses 
for student teachers and teachers undertaking Masters level programmes, as 
well as training for designers and LTL network of accredited professionals. 
She has also worked with those who design schools including acting as a 
consultant to design teams and speaking at conferences for those involved in 
building and refurbishing schools. 

Within her time at LTL she has undertaken a range of roles including sitting 
on government advisory panels representing the school grounds sector in 
England, project management, developing and running a range of training 
and conference programmes and consultancy. She has also written a range of 
resources for teachers including lesson activities and LTL’s primary school 
toolkit, Learn and Play Out. The latter is designed to help schools engage 
their whole community in the process of developing their grounds.

Learning through Landscapes

Ground Floor, F Block, Clarendon House, Monarch Way
Winchester, Hampshire  SO22 5PJ
United Kingdom

+44 1962 846258
www.ltl.org.uk

Learning through Landscapes is the UK charity dedicated to enhancing outdoor 
learning	 and	 play	 for	 children.	 Our	 vision	 is	 that	 every	 child	 benefits	 from	
stimulating outdoor learning and play in their education. We aim to enable 
children to connect with nature, be more active, be more engaged with their 
learning, develop their social skills and have fun!

Where possible, we encourage young people to have a say in the way their grounds 
are used and improved. As a result, they learn to create and look after something 
valuable; their self-esteem grows and their behaviour improves, along with their 
potential to learn and achieve.

We	do	this	through	three	avenues:

•	 Advocating	the	benefits	of	outdoor	learning	and	play	at	school	and	pre	school.
•	 Inspiring and enabling the design and development of outdoor environments 

to support children’s development.
•	 Inspiring and enabling teachers and early years practitioners to develop the 
confidence,	ideas	and	skills	they	need	to	make	better	use	of	outdoor	spaces.
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Learnscapes AustralAsia

7 Angourie Street
Angourie, New South Wales  2464
Australia

+61 02 6646 1844 
www.learnscapes.org

Learnscapes AustralAsia (incorporating Learnscapes Planning and DesignTM) 
assists school communities to realise their visions and create inspirational learning 
and play environments. Since 1990, access to affordable specialist services, 
programs and processes has improved project quality in hundreds of schools. The 
Learnscape	inclusive	design	process	is	based	on	principles	that	include:

•	 School grounds will be developed as a valuable resource to enhance student- 
centered,	experiential	learning	across	the	whole	school	curriculum.

•	 Active participation of students, staff, parents and broader community will 
be instrumental in the collaborative development of the school learnscapes.

•	 Cultural and natural heritage will be valued with commitment to establishing 
local ecosystems, earth care practices and sustainable resource management.

•	 Specific	links	to	curriculum	will	be	designed	to	optimize	the	grounds	resources.	
Learnscapes	will	evolve	to	respond	to	changes	in	expectations	and	needs.

Helen Tyas Tunggal

Director
Learnscapes AustralAsia

helentyastunggal@gmail.com

Described as a ‘path cutter’ in Environmental Education, Helen consults 
tirelessly in both a professional and voluntary capacity to deliver initiatives 
that inform and strengthen community health and well being. She draws from 
her	extensive	teaching,	curriculum	consultancy	and	community	development	
experience	 as	 well	 as	 10	 years	 as	 a	 primary	 school	 principal,	 to	 pioneer	
innovative learnscape curriculum initiatives across Australia and beyond. 

As director of Learnscapes, Helen has personally assisted over 400 
communities to plan and design their school grounds as inspiring environments 
for real-life learning, play and future-friendly living. She also facilitates 
collaborative design processes for eco villages, community gardens, food 
security initiatives, re-vegetation projects and custom designed curriculum 
integrated to learning outside.

Recognition of Helen’s work includes a Director General’s School 
Achievement Award 1990 for outstanding learning programs with a purpose 
–	using	students’	daily	existence	in	their	environment	as	the	medium;	the	1999	
Australian Banksia Award for Environmental Education and Training; the 1999 
Gold Banksia for “efforts in depicting the importance of empowering future 
generations to become competent and involved caretakers of the planet for the 
next	millennium”;	and	2007	NSW	Environmental	Educator	of	the	Year.	

Helen is co-author and currently National Education Consultant for the 
KidsGrow curriculum integrated school gardening program. She organised 
the 2015 ISGA international conference held in Bali – “Inspiring School 
Grounds – as an important resource for future-friendly living, real life 
learning and active, creative play.” 
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Life Lab

1156 High Street 
Santa Cruz, California  95064
USA 

+1 831 471 7831
www.lifelab.org

Life Lab is a national leader in the garden-based learning movement. Through 
workshops and consultations, we have provided tens of thousands of educators 
across the country with the inspiration and information necessary to engage young 
people in gardens and on farms. Our workshops and award-winning publications 
are the go-to resource for educators and families interested in engaging young 
people in gardens. At the Life Lab Garden Classroom educational center in Santa 
Cruz,	California,	we	promote	experiential	learning	for	people	of	all	ages	through	
field	trips,	children’s	camps,	and	teacher	workshops.

John Fisher

Director of Programs and Partnerships
Life Lab

gardendirector@lifelab.org

Since	1996,	John	has	worked	exclusively	in	farm-	and	garden-based	education	
programs teaching pre-school through high school students and provided 
professional development opportunities for thousands of educators. John 
began work on site design/building and developing programs for the 1 acre 
Garden Classroom Educational Center, which he managed for seven years. 

Currently, John manages his son’s school garden. John was a key contributor 
to the California School Garden Network’s book Gardens for Learning: 
Creating and Sustaining School Gardens, he co-created the Creating and 
Sustaining Your School Garden Training Model, and has created various 
videos and websites on garden-based instruction. In May 2012, John and his 
co-worker published The Book of Gardening Projects for Kids. 
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Mindstretchers Ltd and Claire Warden Ltd

The Old School, Fowlis Wester
Perthshire, Scotland  PH7 3NL
United Kingdom

+44 1764 650030
www.mindstretchers.co.uk  and  www.claire-warden.com

Based in Perthshire, Scotland, there are several aspects to the Mindstretchers 
group	that	align	to	blend	research	and	practice:

•	 Claire Warden (the founder) is an International Consultant delivering in-
depth training into Nature Pedagogy. Author of 15 books, Claire lectures at 
a network of universities and has developed accompanying online training 
courses.	Nature	Pedagogy	 is	 defined	by	Warden	 (2015)	 as	 an	 approach	 to	
working with nature; encompassing landscape design, consultative planning 
and curriculum delivery for children, families and schools (birth to eleven 
years old). Claire is currently engaged in widening global research in Nature 
Pedagogy through her own PhD and academic research.

•	 Mindstretchers works with nature based landscape designers and architects 
to turn challenging educational buildings, school yards and play spaces into 
energetic, dynamic areas for play and learning. The team then write a training 
programme to support teachers and educators to embed outdoor learning into 
their practice. A training site has been founded at Fowlis Wester in Scotland 
with 10 micro landscapes.

•	 Living Classrooms is the charity founded by Claire Warden to work in natural 
spaces to develop the capacity of marginalised communities.

•	 Auchlone	Nature	Kindergarten	was	 created	 as	 a	 centre	 of	 excellence	 and	
innovation for play and learning inside, outside and beyond. The setting for 
2-5 years is used to support practitioners to develop their pedagogy through 
study trips and training.

Claire Warden

International Educational Consultant, 
Founder, Living Classrooms Charity 
Managing Director, Mindstretchers Ltd
 
enquiries@mindstretchers.co.uk

Claire Warden’s approach to Nature Kindergartens has earned her international 
recognition as a pioneer in educational thinking. Her respect for children and 
families runs through the Floorbook approach that is used within Nature 
Pedagogy to incorporate children’s voices into intentional teaching. Claire is 
one of the world’s leading consultants and writers on the use of consultative 
methods in education.
 
The	 centre	 for	 excellence	 she	 has	 set	 up	 in	 the	 UK	 at	Auchlone	 Nature	
Kindergarten, based in Scotland, is renowned for outdoor learning and the 
consultative Floorbooks used there. Her own learning pathway as a teacher, 
involved working in a wide variety of settings (2-18 years), mentoring and 
advisory work, authorship of over 14 books and designing resources and 
landscapes.
 
Claire is an international advisor to the Children and Nature Network and 
World Forum Foundation. She is a Visiting Fellow at Strathclyde University, 
Research Fellow and consultant at The Federation University, Australia and 
is	currently	engaged	in	a	PhD	exploring	Nature	Pedagogy.
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4F., No.148, Sec. 4, Keelung Road
Da’an District, Taipei City 106
Taiwan

+886 02 2367 2179
www.ntu-bprf.org/aboutbp/

Institute	for	Physical	Planning	and	Information	(IPPI)	is	a	not-for-profit	institute	
for physical planning founded by the National Development Council of Taiwan 
in 2002. The Institute plays the role of thinktank for Taiwan’s national physical 
planning. IPPI’s projects relate to regional scale issues around land use and 
housing policy, with a focus on public well-being.

Dr. Ching-fen Yang

Associate Planner
National Taiwan University, Building 
and Planning Research Foundation

d92544003@ntu.edu.tw

Dr. Ching-fen Yang has long been interested in issues around schools. Her 
Master’s	thesis	explores	the	role	of	school	in	gender	construction,	while	her	
Doctoral thesis discusses the importance of participatory design process in 
building schools. She also participated in several school building projects while 
working with the Building and Planning Research Foundation. Recently, her 
work has focused on the role of schools in community development, such as 
school ground projects that pass on indigenous techniques and wisdom.

Tribal masters demonstrate traditional water tank construction to school kids.

National Taiwan University
Building and Planning Research Foundation
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Natural Learning Initiative

200 Pullen Road, College of Design, NC State University
Raleigh, North Carolina  27695
USA

+1 919 515 8345
www.naturallearning.org

The Natural Learning Initiative is a research and professional development 
unit at the College of Design at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. It was founded in 2000 with the purpose of promoting the 
importance	 of	 the	 natural	 environment	 in	 the	 daily	 experience	 of	 all	 children,	
through environmental design, action research, education, and dissemination of 
information.

The mission of the Natural Learning Initiative is to help communities create 
stimulating places for play, learning, and environmental education -- environments 
that recognize human dependence on the natural world. We collaborate with 
educators, play leaders, environmental educators, planners, politicians, and all 
professionals working for and with children.

Robin Moore

Director
Natural Learning Initiative

robin_moore@ncsu.edu

Robin Moore is a professor of Landscape Architecture at North Carolina State 
University and the director of the Natural Learning Initiative.  He holds degrees 
in architecture (London University) and urban planning (MIT), and for most 
of	 his	 career	 has	worked	 in	 the	 field	 of	 landscape	 architecture	 as	 educator,	
researcher, and consultant. Robin is an international authority on the design of 
children’s play and learning environments, user needs research, and participatory 
public open space design. His designs for children’s spaces in the USA include 
the well-known Environmental Yard, in Berkeley, California (recipient in 1988 
of the Outstanding Contribution to the Practice of Design Research by the 
Environmental Design Research Association (EDRA)). As director of the NC 
State University Natural Learning Initiative, Robin is currently involved in the 
design and/or renovation of dozens of outdoor spaces for preschools, special 
education facilities, and school grounds in North Carolina. 

Robin has lectured in many countries on issues of childhood and environment 
and responds to those issues through landscape design. He is the author or 
co-author of Childhood’s Domain: Play and Place in Child Development 
(1986), Plants for Play (1993), the Play for All Guidelines (1987), the 
Complete Playground Book (1993), Natural Learning (1997), and numerous 
articles on the use of the outdoor environment by children and youth and 
families, and their involvement in the planning and design process. He was 
the principal investigator for the US Access Board update of the Uniform 
Federal Accessibility Standards for Children’s Environments. Robin is past 
president of the International Association for the Child’s Right to Play (IPA), 
and for twenty years was editor of the IPA magazine, PlayRights.
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Kerry Logan

Outdoor Play Consultant
Nature Play Solutions

kerry@natureplaysolutions.com.au

Since joining Nature Play Solutions in 2011, Kerry has been able to fully focus 
on Play. She works with schools, children’s services and local government 
authorities	to	help	expand	perceptions	about	play	–	to	move	beyond	the	typical	
provision	of	fixed	playground	equipment	 to	 a	more	holistic	understanding	
about play and the physical and non-physical environmental factors that best 
support children’s play. 

Kerry has held a variety of program and policy roles related to children and 
families. Her interest in the playground sector began when she joined the 
Playsafe	Advisory	Association,	a	not	for	profit	providing	advice	and	guidance	
about playground design and balancing play with safety. In 2009 she joined 
Kidsafe WA’s Playground Advisory Service and was the catalyst for the 
nature	play	focus	of	the	Kidsafe	2010	National	Playground	Conference:	The	
Nature of Play.

Kerry believes that public open spaces are a site of intersection for a wide 
variety of issues as well as PLAY – such that their design and development 
demand a multi-disciplinary approach to address these diverse issues and 
challenge unhelpful perceptions of childhood, outdoor play and play space 
design and inspire a change in thinking about the nature of Play.

Kerry has presented at many conferences and workshops in Perth, 
International Play Association conferences in Cardiff (2011) and Istanbul 
(2014), and most recently the ISGA Conference in Bali 2015. Kerry is also 
an accredited OPAL mentor, providing support and guidance to schools and 
other children’s services on their journey to improve play provision at their 
setting.

Nature Play Solutions

8 Burchell Way, Kewdale WA 6105
Australia

+61 8 9361 1355
www.natureplaysolutions.com.au

Our focus is on Play. Nature Play Solutions is a local Western Australian owned 
and	operated	company	that	specialises	in	the	design	and	construction	of	excellent	
nature-based play spaces. Our unique multi-disciplinary team is skilled and 
experienced	in	all	aspects	of	community	consultation	and	analysis,	place-making,	
design,	and	implementation.		Our	practical	experience	in	play	space	development	
informs our planning processes to ensure conceptual designs are achievable 
solutions that are well-considered and deliver great play opportunities.

Our designs create environments that provide the right conditions for quality play, 
which is best when freely chosen, personally directed, and intrinsically motivated. Our 
work	captures	children’s	imaginations;	provides	open-ended	‘free	play’	experiences;	
supports whole-child development and wellbeing; fosters children’s engagement 
with nature; is inclusive and accessible; recognises the needs of accompanying adults.

Nature Play Solutions strengths include our ability to 
provide	a	diversity	of	play	experiences,	 recognising	 that	
play	in	natural	environments	is	beneficial	in	every	way,	use	
planting as an integral part of the design and the children’s 
play	experience,	know	that	every	site	is	unique	and	requires	
a unique design response developing a special ‘sense of 
place’ for those that use it and our understanding of access 
and	inclusion	and	the	risk/benefit	approach.	Nature	Play	
Solutions designs projects with ease of maintenance, 
sustainability, longevity and quality in mind.  As well as 
design and construction, Nature Play Solutions also offers 
a variety of related play services, such as play incursions, 
professional development and the OPAL Program.
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Naturskolan i Lund

Box 41
S-221 00 Lund
Sweden

+46 46 35 70 60
www.lund.se/naturskolan

Naturskolan (Nature School) is not a school with students. We act as a source of 
inspiration and support for all schools and pre-schools in the Lund area.

Naturskolan is acting in the centre of the Green School Grounds network, which 
is a long-term commitment that has been made for the transformation of the 
appearance	and	function	of	school	grounds	existing	within	the	Lund	Educational	
Authority.	It	is	our	strongly	held	belief	that	school	grounds	should	be	viewed	as:

•	 A pedagogical resource that stimulate and encourage creativity.
•	 An	 expression	 of	 the	 school’s	 interaction	 with	 and	 interest	 in	 the	 natural	

world.
•	 Largely unrestricted areas that cater for different needs. Areas for physical 
exercise,	socialisation	areas,	places	to	relax	and	unwind	and	areas	that	offer	
more	excitement	are	all	requirements	that	should	be	taken	into	consideration	
in the planning of school grounds.

•	 Diverse learning environments that demonstrate the various functions of the 
natural ecosystem.

The Green School Grounds network is distributing ideas and tips on how school 
grounds can be used and transformed into healthy and safe learning environments. 
In	our	database	you	will	be	able	to	find	documented	experience	and	knowledge	
from work carried out on Green School Grounds projects.
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Anna Ekblad

Education Advisor on Outdoor Education
Naturskolan i Lund

anna.ekblad@lund.se  

Anna is a preschool teacher and specialist teacher in science and mathematics. 
She has worked as a teacher for more than 25 years and the last ten years as 
education adviser at Naturskolan (The Nature School) in Lund, Sweden.

Naturskolan	offers	teachers	in	Lund	ways	to	explore	and	develop	different	
methods of teaching science and education for sustainable development 
(ESD) primarily using outdoor education in the community. The staff at 
Naturskolan strongly encourage use of the school grounds for learning. 
Everything Naturskolan offers is based on the Swedish national curriculum.

In her spare time she loves to be outdoors, and to do sports. She also enjoys 
handicraft, reading and building at her family’s country house.

Anders Wånge Kjellsson

Director and Education Advisor
Naturskolan i Lund

anders.kjellsson@lund.se
 

Anders is a specialist teacher in natural science, and has been working for 
more than 20 years as education advisor on outdoor education. As director of 
Naturskolan (The Nature School) in Lund, Sweden, he is promoting study of 
the	natural	world	in	the	local	community,	for	example	in	the	school	grounds.	
In line with the objectives laid out in the National Curriculum, he plans  and 
carries out further education courses in natural science and ESD (Education 
for Sustainable Development) programmes for Lund District Council’s 
employees. 

He loves to spend as much time as possible outdoors. The cultural landscape 
with all its plants, mushrooms, birds and insects is where he spends most of 
his spare time, too.
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Eva Persson

Eva has been working for the School Authorities in Lund, Sweden since 1978,
both within the nine year compulsory school and the special school. Since 
2002 she has been an education advisor on outdoor education at Naturskolan
(The Nature School) in Lund, Sweden. She believes that a varied and practical
down-to-earth education is good for all students. She is also co-author of 
several books on outdoor education.

Education Advisor on Outdoor Education
Naturskolan i Lund

eva.persson6@lund.se
 

Carolina Lindeblad

Education Advisor
Naturskolan i Lund

carolina.lindeblad@lund.se
 

Carolina	is	an	Environmental	Scientist	in	the	field	of	social	sciences.	She	has	
been working with school grounds development and outdoor teaching for 
more than 10 years as Education Advisor at Naturskolan (The Nature School) 
in Lund, Sweden. In her work she spends a lot of time listening to teachers 
and helping them connect the curriculum to outdoor activities. She believes 
that if people, both adults and children, spend more time outside, there is a 
chance to connect with nature and make a difference. Carolina spends her 
spare time in her own garden together with her two children and husband. To 
achieve calmness in life, she practices yoga.
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New Village Press and 
Architects/Designers/Planners for  
Social Responsibility (ADPSR)

New Village Press
400 Central Park West, 12B
New York, NY 10025, USA

+1 510 717 3101
www.newvillagepress.net   and   www.adpsr.org

Architects/Designers/Planners for Social Responsibility (ADPSR) is an educational 
non-profit	organization	founded	in	1982.	ADPSR	works	for	peace,	environmental	
protection, social justice, and the development of healthy communities. Green 
Schoolyards	America,	founded	by	Sharon	Gamson	Danks,	works	under	the	fiscal	
agency of ADPSR.

New	Village	Press	is	ADPSR’s	publishing	division,	producing	two	to	five	titles	
per year on community-based arts, urban ecology, participatory planning, creative 
conflict	 resolution,	 restorative	 justice,	 and	 other	 progressive	 topics.	 The	 Press	
crosses boundaries between professional, academic and informal education with 
books that engage practitioners, scholars, and community members working 
together to strengthen and revitalize neighborhoods. Together with parent 
organization ADPSR and kindred organizations, New Village has also produced 
numerous	 conferences,	 forums,	 workshops,	 and	 exhibitions.	 New	 Village	 co-
hosted the ISGA’s Engaging Our Grounds: International Green Schoolyards 
Conference in 2011.

New Village Press is the publisher of Asphalt to Ecosystems: Design Ideas 
for Schoolyard Transformation by Sharon Danks (2010), winner of the 2012 
American Society of Landscape Architects Professional Award, and the new 
book, Growing a life: Teen Gardeners Harvest Food, Health, and Joy by Illène 
Pevec, Ph.D (2016). 

Lynne Elizabeth

Director, New Village Press
Vice President, ADPSR

lynne@newvillagepress.net

Lynne Elizabeth is vice president of ADPSR and founder and director of New 
Village Press. She is also coeditor of a few of the Press’s collected works—
Beyond Zuccotti Park: Freedom of Assembly and the Occupation of Public 
Space, What We See: Advancing the Observations of Jane Jacobs, and Works 
of Heart: Building Village through the Arts. 

Lynne serves on the editorial board of Imagining America’s peer-reviewed 
journal—Public—and the review committee of the Berkeley Prize for 
Architecture as a Social Art. She previously published New Village Journal 
and is founder of the former Eos Institute for the Study of Sustainable Living, 
where she published Earthword Journal. 
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Office of the State  
Superintendent of Education

810 1st Street NE, 4th Floor  
Washington, DC  20017
USA

+1 202 741 6485
osse.dc.gov/service/school-garden-program-sgp

Sam Ullery

School Garden Specialist 
Office of the State Superintendent 
of Education 

sam.ullery@dc.gov

OSSE’s School Gardens Program (SGP) assists schools in building and 
maintaining school gardens and provides training and technical assistance to 
teachers in utilizing school gardens as a teaching tool. The SGP team also oversees 
the administration of the DC School Garden Grant, recommends garden-based  
resources, and assists in the planning and implementation of District-wide events 
such as Growing Healthy Schools Month and Strawberries and Salad Greens Day.

Sam	Ullery	 is	 the	School	Garden	Specialist	 at	 the	DC	Office	of	 the	State	
Superintendent of Education’s Division of Wellness and Nutrition. Sam has 
six	years	of	inner	city	teaching	experience	where	he	challenged	students	to	
engage in their local food system through gardening. In his current role, Sam
delivers technical support, training, and resources to the 100-plus DC school
gardens to support garden-based learning in DC schools through the support 
of the DC Healthy Schools Act. Sam also serves as the co-president of the 
DC Schoolyard Greening Committee which works to increase and improve 
schoolyard green spaces.
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Outdoor People

Netil Market c/o Netil House, 
1 Westgate St, Hackney E8 3RL
United Kingdom

+44 07813 879179 
www.outdoorpeople.org.uk

Outdoor People’s Mission is to Make the Outdoors Easy – especially for families 
and children. We are a shop – we sell storm kettles and rocket stoves, solar powered 
lamps and waterproofs for forest schools and schools wanting to be outdoors more.

We support a wide range of projects – these include Hackney Wild Walks, increasing 
confidence	of	teachers	and	nursery	staff	in	getting	outdoors	within	and	beyond	the	
school gate.

We do consultancy – currently that’s leading the Outdoor Classroom Day campaign  
(below) and will include providing advice on increasing playfulness to schools.

Cath Prisk

Director
Outdoor People

cath@projectdirt.com

I’ve	been	a	teacher	responsible	for	the	external	environment,	Deputy	Head	of	
two children’s centres in Hackney, a programme manager of various education 
and community development projects across the South West and London with 
Regional Development Agencies and, as Director of Play England, I managed 
the Play Shaper programme, chaired the Play in Schools forum and coordinated 
the Play Safety Forum. I am currently heading up the global Outdoor Classroom 
Day campaign working with Project Dirt who host the campaign.

My focus is play and outdoor learning, anything to get children outdoors 
and engaging with their environment, and then anything that helps adults 
better recognise their role in facilitating this. I work on policy, programmes, 
research	 and	 advocacy.	Working	 with	 both	 top	 level	 Government	 officials	
and with corporates I help build interventions to elevate the importance of 
play in particular and getting outdoors for everyone in general. Alongside the 
campaign, I also offer training for early years staff to take children out on wild 
walks locally and am looking to become an OPAL trainer in the autumn, to 
advise and support schools directly in becoming more playful.
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Play Atlanta and
International Play Association Cynthia Gentry

Founding Director
Play Atlanta
Director and Communications Officer
International Play Association

Cynthia@PlayAtlanta.org

Play Atlanta (formerly The Atlanta Taskforce on Play-ATOP) was founded to 
work with the City of Atlanta’s Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Affairs to build awareness of the importance of play and playgrounds. The focus 
has spread well beyond that as we partner with many different organizations such 
as schools, neighborhoods, the Trust for Public Land, Georgia Tech’s College 
of Architecture, Park Pride and others. We are working to educate people and 
organizations	about	the	importance	of	play	not	only	for	its	physical	benefits,	but	
for	the	benefits	that	happen	inside	the	child	as	well.

Cynthia	is	working	on:
•	 Developing	a	major	campaign	to	radically	influence	the	role	that	play	has	on	

the agenda of developers and leaders in the City;
•	 Consulting on the re-development of eight acres of Atlanta’s largest park into 

a play area for all ages;
•	 Preparing to launch a new Playable Art International Design Competition for 

four sites in Washington, DC;
•	 Working with aid workers in refugee camps in Lebanon, etc. and schools in 
Chad	to	research	the	ways	that	play	can	be	used	to	aid	children	in	crisis:

•	 Working with Park Pride on their annual citywide conference on parks and 
green space - this year’s theme is Parks and Play;

•	 Researching and writing “The State of Play in the City of Atlanta” report to 
be released at the Park Pride conference in March 2016.

Cynthia is a child’s rights advocate, writer and artist. As the Founding Director 
of Play Atlanta, she works with community groups in Atlanta and beyond 
to develop more innovative spaces for children. She writes a blog about all 
aspects	of	play	and	is	the	Communications	Officer	of	the	International	Play	
Association and Editor of PlayRights Magazine.

142 Interlochen Drive, NE
Atlanta, Georgia  30342
USA

+1 404 200 0170
www.PlayAtlanta.org  and  www.ipaworld.org 
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Play Learning Life

64 Oak Hill
Alresford, Hampshire  SO24 9UG
United Kingdom

+44 07970 955 558  
www.playlearninglife.org.uk

At Play Learning Life, we believe fundamentally in children and young people’s 
right	 to	 experience	 the	 freedom,	 independence,	 and	value	 of	 outdoor	 play	 and	
learning.	As	a	not-for-profit	social	enterprise,	Play	Learning	Life	helps	schools,	
early years settings and families make the most of the opportunities outdoors 
affords for high quality learning and play as well as for children’s health and 
happiness.

We	operate	across	 the	UK	via	a	skilled	and	experienced	network	of	education,	
landscape	design	and	playwork	professionals.	This	flexible	approach	means	we	
can, and do, work on projects of all sizes, from a one-off twilight CPD session 
through to landscape design projects, play schemes and conferences. The PLL 
team are also members of Learning through Landscapes’ accredited and quality 
assured Professional Network. 

With	 over	 20	 years’	 experience	working	with	 schools	 and	 early	 years	 settings	
across	the	UK	and	abroad,	Play	Learning	Life	brings	a	world	of	exciting	spaces	
and outdoor learning and play to your children, whatever your budget. 

The Play Learning Life philosophy recognises the essential and special nature of 
outdoors. For many children, taking learning and play outdoors addresses their 
most fundamental needs – for movement, fresh air, space and meaningful activity, 
rooted	in	real	life	experiences.

Our belief in children as skilled and informed agents of change is core to our 
participative approach, and the value of outdoor learning and play—for all 
children and young people, whatever the weather—informs all of our work.

Julie Mountain

Director
Play Learning Life

julie@playlearninglife.org.uk

Landscape designer and educator Julie Mountain has a passion for taking 
children’s learning and play outdoors and a commitment to enriching 
children¹s lives through connecting with the natural world.

Julie’s career spans urban regeneration and school grounds development; 
shaping government policies that affect the quality of outdoor teaching, 
learning and play; creating award winning show gardens and speaking 
engagements in the UK, Europe and America. After 11 incredibly diverse 
and immensely enjoyable years at Learning through Landscapes, the UK’s 
national school grounds charity, Julie realised a dream and started her own 
outdoor learning and play social enterprise, Play Learning Life. 

Play Learning Life works with schools and early years settings all over the UK 
and provides a comprehensive ‘one stop shop’ for teachers and practitioners 
wanting to make the most of the opportunities outdoors offers for high 
quality, purposeful and memorable learning. Julie’s CPD programmes are 
highly regarded and range from outdoor maths action research to ‘play after 
dark’ mentoring for play workers.

Julie has published two outdoor learning and play books, and produced a set 
of training DVDs for Nursery World magazine; she is a regular contributor to 
education magazines, journals and websites.

Inspired by renowned author and educator Gever Tulley, Julie runs a unique 
holiday programme called 50 Dangerous Things You Should Let Your 
Children Do… this summer.  The day-camp operates outdoors all day every 
day	and	aims	to	give	children	the	kind	of	free-ranging	risky	play	experiences	
we ‘oldies’ took for granted as children - tree climbing, making (and breaking) 
things,	cooking	on	an	open	fire,	using	real	tools.
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PLAYLINK

72 Albert Palace Mansions
Lurline Gardens, London  SW11 4DQ
United Kingdom

+44 0207 720 2452
www.playlink.org

PLAYLINK is a multi-disciplinary grouping working to improve people’s—
children,	teenagers,	adults—experience	and	enjoyment	of	the	outdoors.		We	work	
across	a	variety	of	settings:	general	public	realm,	parks,	social	and	mixed	tenure	
housing, and specialist provision such as schools and children centres.  

Our	energies	are	deployed	over	five	main	areas:		consultancy	and	learning;	acting	
as a critical, independent friend to design practices, local authorities, specialist 
agencies;  design and implementation;  advice and information; articles and policy 
formulation.

Our	 ability	 to	work	 across	 all	 five	 areas	 is	 a	 key	 PLAYLINK	 strength.	 	 Each	
aspect of the work informs the other.   

Our tendency is to seek challenging commissions, ones that aim to break some 
new ground, that question prevailing assumptions.  Equally, we are collaborative 
by choice and nature, responding to the widespread urge to do things differently, 
to do things better.  

PLAYLINK personnel have been co-responsible for writing groundbreaking 
guidance for Play England on designing for play, and on risk and play and risk-
benefit	assessment	for	the	UK	Play	Safety	Forum.	The	approach	taken	in	these	
publications	has	been	generally	endorsed	by	the	UK	Health	and	Safety	Executive.		
PLAYLINK’s Director is an advisor to the UK Play Safety Forum.

Bernard Spiegal

Principal
PLAYLINK

info@playlink.org  

Bernard	 Spiegal	 describes	 himself	 as	 a	 generalist.	 He	 writes,	 fulfills	
consultancy and advisory roles not least in respect of the local outdoors, 
and works to achieve a less risk averse and risk illiterate society. He is also 
Director	of	the	multi-disciplinary	PLAYLINK,	fulfilling	advisory	and	policy	
roles alongside a play and public realm design practice. 
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Plymouth University

Plymouth Institute of Education, Plymouth University
Drake Circus, Plymouth, PL4 8AA  
United Kingdom

+01792 585341
www.plymouth.ac.uk

Plymouth is a truly global university, with a vibrant international student base and
partnerships in 30 countries. It is a top 50 research institution with more than 26,000 
students.	It	has	a	strong	track	record	in	 teaching	excellence	and	has	one	of	 the	
highest numbers of National Teaching Fellows of any UK university. Its Institute 
of Education (PIoE) is home to the Learning Outside Formal Education research 
cluster (LOFE). LOFE has a critical, global, interdisciplinary focus on education 
and learning in its widest sense. We are particularly interested in how learning takes 
place	in	spaces	beyond	formal	education:	in	nature	(including	outdoor	learning,	
forest schools, the geography of play and environmental education), communities 
(including eco-communities, prisons and digital communities), cultures (including 
community arts, museums, comparative education and postcolonial projects) and 
families (including babies learning, parental roles in transitions to school and the 
sociology of childhood).

LOFE	hosts	the	highly	successful	Outdoor	and	Experiential	Learning	Research	
Network. This research network has over 200 members from academic and 
practitioner communities that meet to discuss research, policy and practice 
in	 the	field,	 running	 seminars	 and	workshops	 and	 sending	out	 a	 regular	digest	
of	 information	 about	 outdoor	 and	 experiential	 learning.	 Sue	Waite	 started	 this	
network	in	2006,	and	it	has	subsequently	led	to	many	exciting	partnership	projects	
influencing	both	policy	and	practice.

Sue Waite

Associate Professor and 
Reader in Outdoor Learning

sjwaite@plymouth.ac.uk

Sue Waite has been a researcher at Plymouth University since 1999. Her 
interest	in	the	benefits	of	being	outdoors	stems	partly	from	her	own	childhood	
as the daughter of the head of a residential special school for emotionally 
and behaviourally disturbed pupils where the natural environment was 
used	 extensively	 for	 therapeutic	 purposes.	With	 an	 academic	 background	 in	
Psychology and Education, she has become increasingly interested in post-
human theories of place and materiality, coupled with thinking about the overlaps 
between nature and culture. She has carried out many research projects that have 
helped	to	develop	her	thinking,	including	two	UK	Research	Council	awards:

•	 Opportunities afforded by the outdoors for smoothing the transition 
between the Foundation Stage and Year 1.

•	 Understanding educational and wellbeing implications of learning 
outside the classroom through cross-national collaboration.

The latter partnership with colleagues in Australia, Denmark and Singapore 
resulted in a report on Student Outcomes and Natural Schooling (Malone and 
Waite	2016).		Significant	impact	has	also	been	generated	through	two	large	scale	
projects:		Good	from	Woods,	funded	by	the	BIG	Lottery	explored	wellbeing	
derived from diverse activities in woodland, while Natural Connections 
embedded local natural environments as sites for curriculum learning in over 
125 schools across the southwest of England, reaching over 40,000 pupils.

She has also worked with UK National Parks and the Camping and Caravanning 
Club	to	investigate	how	the	great	outdoors	benefits	children.	Her	publications	
include	Children	Learning	Outside	the	Classroom:	from	birth	to	eleven	(2011,	
2016), numerous chapters and academic articles.
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Project Central

4529 Francis Street
Kansas City, Kansas  66103
USA 

+1 913 269 3022
www.projcentral.co

Project Central brings conservation and environmental education to schools, 
universities,	 cities,	 and	 non-profit	 organizations.	 In	 partnership	 with	 these	
organizations, as well as governmental agencies and businesses, Project Central 
has developed nature trails and outdoor classrooms to connect with school 
curriculum and encourage outdoor learning and play, and environmental arts 
programs. We have helped schools involve students in vegetable gardens and 
develop wildlife habitat on their grounds, and also assist schools and others 
with “green” programs such as recycling, landscape composting, and water and 
energy	conservation.	Project	Central	works	to	find	opportunities	for	funding	and	
collaboration,	 realizing	 that	many	 schools	 and	 non-profit	 organizations	 do	 not	
have the time or resources to implement their desired projects on their own.

Recent projects include food and paper waste composting in preK-12 schools, 
working	with	pre-service	and	existing	teachers	to	create	art	projects	to	teach	about	
the	environment,	and	developing	a	Schoolyard	Biodiversity	Exchange	program	
where	students	become	“citizen	scientists”	through	using	scientific	protocols	to	
collect data on animals and plants on their schoolyards, and share the data with 
other schools.

International work includes assisting schools in Vanadzar, Armenia, in starting 
gardens on their schoolyards, and conducting a series of talks and workshops for 
teachers and students on Green Schools programs and U.S. environmental issues 
in Germany, Republic of Georgia, and Armenia. Project Central is a partner with 
Hong Duc University in Thanh Hoa, Vietnam, and will be traveling there and to 
Laos in 2017 to share its arts and education program. We will be working with Dr. 
Ha Hoang, also a Leadership Council member, on this project.

Shari L. Wilson

President and CEO
Project Central

shari@projcentral.co

Shari L. Wilson, an ecologist and educator, works primarily in the areas 
of education, environment, healthy communities, and the arts. Shari has 
developed schoolyards that work as outdoor classrooms and wildlife habitats, 
and nature trails used for education and recreation. In 2010, Shari facilitated 
the Kansans for Children in Nature movement, resulting in a statewide plan 
to increase the time kids spend outdoors learning and playing. Shari led the 
process to develop the Kansas Green Schools Program, with nearly 500 
participating schools. She also designed the Kansas School Gardens Initiative. 

Shari received the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Regional 
Administrator	Award	 for	Environmental	Excellence	 in	 2005.	 In	 2006,	 she	
received a fellowship with the European Union Visitors Program to study 
climate change and natural parks in Belgium. Shari spoke at the International 
Wetlands Symposium in Matanzas, Cuba, in 2007, and was the Kansas 
Wildlife Federation’s Conservation Educator of the Year in 2009. Shari 
received the Kansas Association for Conservation and Environmental 
Education’s President’s Award in 2011, and co-presented a session on making 
communities	“greener”	at	the	TEDxSummit	in	Qatar	in	2012.	Her	company,	
Project Central, received the Composting and Organics Association of 
Missouri award for Outstanding Organics Program in 2015 for its food waste 
composting program.

Shari holds a B.A. in history and philosophy from Washburn University 
of Topeka and an M.A. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from the 
University of Kansas. She lives in Kansas City, Kansas, with her husband, 
Chris Steineger, and the loudest-meowing cat ever, Bailey.
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Biraj Shrestha

Research Officer 
Resources Himalaya Foundation 
and Friends of Nature (FON) Nepal

thepristinewoods@gmail.com 
+977 9841793832 

Biraj Shrestha completed his Master’s degree in Environmental Science 
from Khwopa College, Tribhuvan University, Nepal in 2013. However, his 
environmental	 experience	 began	when	 he	was	working	 voluntarily	 for	 an	
awareness campaign with schools in 2009. There he covered themes like 
dust bin campaign, hand washing program, climate change and worked as 
Project	Officer	for	Friends	of	Nature	(FON)	Nepal	in	implementing	the	novel	
concept:	Green	Schools	in	Nepal	at	the	remote	mountains	of	Korak	village,	
Chitwan	 district.	 This	 was	 the	 time	 when	 he	 realized	 the	 significance	 of	
incorporating green curriculum at schools to prepare future green leaders in 
the community. Biraj was invited to attend the International School Grounds 
Conference held in Bali, Indonesia in September 2015 by Helen T. Tunggal 
with	an	all-expenses-paid	trip.	

Besides working with kids, Biraj has an avid interest in amphibians and 
reptiles. He has been actively studying/observing herptiles across the country 
for more than seven years. He’s been advocating for frog conservation issues 
in Nepal since 2013 while observing Save the Frogs Day. He won two Save 
the Frogs Day awards and is Task-force member at SAVE THE FROGS! 
Currently, he is running his project, ‘Saving Mountain Frogs (Paha) before 
It’s Too Late; Conservation Effort at Manaslu Conservation Area, Gorkha 
District, Nepal’ funded by Rufford Small Grants (RSG) and The Pollination 
Project (TPP). During weekends, Biraj simply loves searching for snakes, 
lizards, frogs and other wildlife in the woods.

Resources Himalaya Foundation and
Friends of Nature (FON) Nepal 

Friends of Nature Nepal
P.O. Box 23491
Kalanki, Kathmandu, Nepal

+977 1 4287540
www.fonnepal.org

Resources Himalaya Foundation (RHF) was established in 1986 as the 
Resources Nepal, a self-governing private organization under the leadership of 
the	late	Dr.	Pralad	B.	Yonzon.	Later	it	became	an	independent,	non-profit	research	
foundation	 managed	 by	 a	 governing	 board	 and	 administered	 by	 its	 executive	
office	since	2004	(Registered	No.	1791	DAO).	The	mission	of	this	organization	
is to conserve biodiversity in the Himalaya, promote sustainable use of natural 
resources including soil, water, forest, and rangeland, and to improve livelihoods 
particularly of the poor, disadvantaged and marginal sections of society. RHF has 
good	experience	in	school’s	environmental	projects	and	plans	to	initiate	school	
gardening program at Kathmandu.

Friends of Nature (FON) Nepal	 is	 a	 youth-led,	 non-governmental,	 nonprofit	
organization	working	 in	 the	field	of	environment	and	conservation	since	2001.	
Its mission is to enhance socio-cultural and environmental conditions through 
applied research, advocacy and model project interventions. Green School is an 
attempt	to	provide	hands-on	experience	of	natural	world	to	school	kids	so	as	to	
prepare them to become critical-thinkers of their community and take the lead in 
solving contemporary issues. The concept of Green School is novel in Nepal and 
its piloting was jointly carried out for two years (October 2013 - September 2015) 
in two schools of Korak VDC, Chitwan by Friends of Nature (FON) Nepal and 
Welthungerhilfe (WHH) Germany. 

Resources Himalaya Foundation 
Naya Bato, Sanepa, Ring Road
GPO Box 2448, Kathmandu, Nepal

+977 1 5537502 
www.resourceshimalaya.org
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School Ground Greening Coalition

c/o Portland Trails, 305 Commercial Street
Portland, Maine  04101
USA

+1 207 775 2411 
greeningschoolgrounds.wordpress.com  and  www.trails.org

Established in 2003, the School Ground Greening Coalition is a partnership of 
individuals and public and private organizations dedicated to the transformation 
of school grounds into vibrant and sustainable community-designed natural spaces 
providing opportunities for education, recreation, and environmental stewardship. 
The School Ground Greening Coalition serves as an educational program of 
Portland	Trails,	a	501(c)s	non-profit	land	trust	serving	the	greater	Portland	area	
in Maine. Two part-time staff, Laura Newman and Sheila Sullivan, facilitate the 
work of the SGGC in collaboration with many others.

Current	projects	include:

•	 Supporting 10-12 school ground greening projects annually through mini-
grants (US $1-2,000), project facilitation and support of school liaisons as 
leaders

•	 Encouraging sustainable use of green grounds through a variety of workshops 
including:	 School	 Ground	 Design,	 Teaching	 Outside,	 Project	 Planning,	
Building School Culture

•	 Working with landscape architects and municipal staff to increase 
understanding and knowledge of school ground design that best meets 
children’s developmental and play needs.

•	 Growing work with Early Childhood Centers, Schools, Educators and 
organizations to improve EC outdoor play environments

Laura Newman

Coalition Coordinator
School Ground Greening Coalition

laura@trails.org

Laura Newman works as a community organizer with schools in the Portland, 
Maine area to green their grounds by adding gardens, trails, natural play 
components, outdoor classrooms and other natural features for recreation 
and learning. She brings students, teachers, parents, landscape architects, 
gardeners, administrators, and municipal staff into the design and construction 
process, and follows a service-learning model as much as possible. Projects, 
mostly small, have ranged from $US1,000-140,000 in scope/budget. She has 
also organized school ground greening conferences and workshops.  

Laura’s arts and architecture background + seven years as a classroom teacher 
help her understand the needs of educators and students as well as design 
professionals. Her two very different boys help her understand how different 
children respond to outdoor spaces. The School Ground Greening Coalition 
works	strategically,	helping	schools	figure	out	how	to	make	effective	and	efficient	
use of the funds they have to create engaging and sustainable projects that truly 
support a broad range of children’s developmental needs.  In her 16 years at a 
non-profit	organization,	she	has	written	a	lot	of	grants	to	keep	this	work	moving	
forward,	and	is	now	finding	it	possible	to	work	on	a	consulting	basis	as	well.	
Working for an organization whose success is rooted in collaboration continues 
to	prove	inspiring;	when	all	stakeholders	come	together	and	find	common	ground	
—literally	 and	 figuratively—amazing	 things	 can	 happen!	The	 SGGC’s	work	
benefits	from	in-kind	donations	and	volunteer	labor,	and	when	at	its	best	builds	
not just green school grounds, but also great community.

Laura lives in Portland with her husband, two sons and a spotted dog, and ice 
skates whenever possible.
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Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam

Jl. Ringroad Barat Cambahan Nogotirto 
Gamping Sleman Yogyakarta 55292
Indonesia

+62 274 627125 
www.sekolahalamjogja.com

Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam was established in 1998 with a kindergarten class. In 
2002 the elementary program was started and in 2010 the junior program was 
added.	The	schools	use	the	National	Curriculum,	modified	with	nature-oriented	
learning methods and integrated with Islamic values. The learning programs 
are	 based	 on	 Experiential	 Learning	 that	 allows	 the	 children	 to	 find	 their	 own	
experiences	and	inventions	to	build	knowledge.	

Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam uses a self-development program to enrich students’ 
learning. Our program includes outbound, gardening, farming, and scouting 
activities, as well as outings, to build life skill capacities.

Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam is a member of the Indonesian Natural School Network. 
Our	school	is	commited	to	the	core	values	of	natural	schools:	Curriculum contains 
activities and lessons to build good character and leadership, encourage talents and 
life skills, arts, environment-conservation and logic-academics. Methods include 
learning with nature. Environment includes conservation and development with 
nature in mind. Community emphasizes contributory participation.With hundreds 
of school members, Natural School Networks are commited to developing not just 
academics but to building personal capacity and helping the students connect to 
nature through integrated processes in hands-on learning.

Muhammad Ariefuddin

Principal and Teacher
Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam

ariefuddin78@gmail.com

Muhammad Ariefuddin is the principal of Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam, a 
school	 in	 Java,	 Indonesia.	He	 is	 a	 teacher	who	 likes	 the	 ‘out	 of	 the	 box’	
concept of education. He believes that students are human, not robots, and 
that	 the	 learning	 process	 should	 be	 enriched	 by	 experience.	 To	 have	 an	
experience,	 students	 must	 do	 more	 than	 just	 understand	 the	 lesson.	 This	
principle brought him to work at the Natural School, Sekolah Alam Nurul 
Islam. Ariefuddin graduated from the Gadjah Mada University of Jogja with 
a B.Sc. in Chemistry. He has worked for Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam for 9 
years. He has designed the practical framework of Sekolah Alam Nurul Islam 
to	include	three	values:	Sholih (good attitude), Ilmuwan (Scientist character) 
and Pemimpin (Leadership character). In September 2015, he was invited 
to present about the school at the International School Grounds Alliance 
Conference in Bali. He was invited again to the 2016 ISGA Conference in 
Sweden to present about risk taking in learning, which gives students a better 
chance to succeed. 
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SLU, Box 7012
SE 750 07 Uppsala
Sweden

+46 706031660
www.movium.slu.se  

Movium Thinktank is a national commission founded by the Swedish government 
for collecting, developing and communicating knowledge about urban outdoor 
environments for children and young people based on the UN Children’s rights. 
Target groups are planners, landscape architects, contractors, maintenance 
companies,	 decision	 makers	 and	 people	 in	 the	 school	 context.	 Movium	 is	
represented	 in	 several	 expert	groups	and	 is	 engaged	as	experts	 in	 the	National	
Child Safety Council managed by the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency.

In 2015, Movium and Boverket (the Swedish National Board of Housing, 
Building and Planning) published a national Guideline for Planning, Design and 
Maintenance of Outdoor Settings in Schools and Preschools, on behalf of the 
Swedish Government.   

Movium	contributes	to	the	research	and	expertise	on	schoolyard	greening	at	the	
global scale, utilizing research done around the world. Together, with stakeholders 
around the globe, Movium participates in creating strong networking among 
professionals with responsibility for children’s and young people’s outdoor 
environments in cities—where the schoolyard is one of the most important settings 
for their play, learning and overall development. The school’s surroundings are 
an important tool to make—not only talk about—ecological, social, cultural and 
sustainable development. How can we interact across the globe not only focusing 
the research, but also optimizing schoolyard development in reality? What can we 
do together to turn the schoolyard issue into an important part of the planning and 
design of sustainable cities?

Dr. Petter Åkerblom

PhD, MSc in Landscape Architecture
National Coordinator
Outdoor Public Space for Young People
Movium Thinktank, SLU

petter.akerblom@slu.se   

Dr. Petter Åkerblom is a landscape architect at Movium Thinktank and senior 
lecturer at the Division of Landscape Architecture at the Department of 
Urban and Rural Development, Swedish University of Agriculture Sciences 
(SLU).	Petter	specializes	in	studying	children’s	outdoor	experiences	in	urban	
public space.

Petter is coordinator for a Swedish national commission, run by Movium that 
transforms and communicates knowledge about urban outdoor environments 
for children and youth. The work focuses on investigations, reports, 
education, conferences, media activities and networking. As a lecturer at the 
Department of Urban and Rural Development, Petter is working with the 
Landscape Architect Training program, mainly supervising Master Thesis 
students	in	their	exam	preparation.	He	is	also	a	course	leader	for	a	class	about	
Design through Practice and Management.

Petter holds a PhD in Landscape Architecture, and wrote his dissertation 
on Learning by Gardening: Educational, Historical and Communicative 
Conditions for School Gardens.

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Movium Thinktank
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Toimata Foundation

Toimata Foundation
PO Box 4445, Hamilton 3247
New Zealand

+64 7 959 7321
www.enviroschools.org.nz  and  www.toimata.org.nz

Toimata Foundation is a charitable trust that develops and supports New Zealand-
wide education programmes that bring about sustainability through learning and 
action. We work collaboratively with communities and organisations across New 
Zealand	through	two	main	programmes;	Enviroschools	and	Te	Aho	Tū	Roa.

Enviroschools is a unique sustainability journey involving over 1000 early 
childhood education centres, primary, intermediate, secondary schools in New 
Zealand. Built on a collaborative organisational model, Enviroschools is supported 
by a network of over 80 agencies and is supported by 16 Regional Coordinators 
and over 120 Facilitators. Its action-based nature supports children and young 
people to be active citizens, contributing to ecological re- generation and the 
creation of healthy, resilient and sustainable communities. Young people plan, 
design and implement sustainability projects and become catalysts for change in 
their families and communities.

Esther Kirk

Enviroschools National Manager

esther.kirk@enviroschools.org.nz

Esther Kirk is the National Manager for the Enviroschools Programme in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand. With a background in marine biology, applied science 
and teaching, she is passionate about empowering students to investigate, 
explore,	design,	plan	and	take	action	for	their	environment	and	communities.	
Esther has been involved in the Enviroschools kaupapa for 12 years and is 
constantly amazed at the creativity and innovation from students, Enviroschools 
and communities around all parts of our environment. She loves sharing and 
exploring	the	amazing	places	that	New	Zealand	has	to	offer	alongside	her	two	
children and husband.

A vision map sets out the aspirations of the whole Enviroschools community – Toko School, Taranaki, NZ Taking action in the community – Oromahoe School, Northland, NZ
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The Trust for Public Land
NYC Playgrounds Program

666 Broadway, 9th Floor
New York, New York  10012
USA

+1 212 574 6859
www.tpl.org

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) creates parks and protects land for people, ensuring 
healthy, livable communities for generations to come. We protect the places people 
care about and create close-to-home parks-particularly in and near cities, where 
80% of Americans live. Through TPL’s current partnership with New York City’s 
Department of Environmental Protection, we have designed and built 11 green 
infrastructure playgrounds and created 6.5 acres of playgrounds that capture 
7,125,000 gallons of stormwater per year. Since 1996, TPL has designed and built 
189 playgrounds, placing more than 3.5 million New Yorkers within a ten minute 
walk of one of our parks. Each school playground is designed by the students and 
neighbors, and is open to the community after school and on weekends. We place 
a special emphasis on stewardship and our staff works with the schools to help 
maintain	and	expand	garden	spaces	after	the	playground	is	built.

Mary Alice Lee

Director
NYC Playgrounds Program 
The Trust for Public Land

maryalice.lee@tpl.org

Mary Alice Lee is the Director of the New York City Playgrounds Program 
for The Trust for Public Land. She is currently overseeing a public-private 
partnership with the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, 
New York City Department of Education and School Construction Authority 
to design and build up to 40 new school playgrounds around New York City 
that will capture at least an inch of rain through green infrastructure. Most 
recently, Mary Alice was responsible for a public-private partnership with 
the New York City Department of Education, School Construction Authority  
and New York City Parks and Recreation Department that designed 180 
school playgrounds through a community participatory process, as part of 
Mayor Bloomberg’s PLANYC 2030 Schoolyards to Playgrounds Initiative. 
The	playgrounds	include	sports	fields,	basketball	courts,	fitness	equipment,	
play equipment, drinking fountains, benches, game tables, gazebos, trees and 
gardens. After opening, each site receives stewardship support from The Trust 
for Public Land through grants and workshops to encourage community use. 

Mary Alice received an Honorary Membership in the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (ASLA) in 2014.

Tr
us

t f
or

 P
ub

lic
 L

an
d



     Leadership Council - 2017 
International School Grounds Alliance60

2-1-3, Tsurumi, Tsurumi-ku, 
Yokohama  230-8501
Japan

+81 045 580 8215
www.tsurumi-u.ac.jp/e/junior/childhoodcare_education.html

The environment for raising children has changed in recent years due to the 
declining	 birthrate,	modifications	 in	 family	 structure,	 and	 the	 advancement	 of	
women in society. Tsurumi Junior College’s Department of Early Childhood 
Care and Education responds to these changes by fostering the development 
of childcare teachers who will bring sincerity, an open mind, and professional 
expertise.

We	have	teaching	staff	that	specialise	in	the	various	fields	of	childcare.	Students	
have	 frequent	 contact	 with	 children	 at	 our	 affiliated	 kindergarten	 adjacent	 to	
campus. We follow the principles of Buddhist childcare, which emphasize 
thoughtfulness and consideration for others, since Tsurumi University / Tsurumi 
Junior College is located on the site of the parent temple, Soji-ji, one of the two 
head temples of the Soto-Shu Buddhist sect in Japan. 

One	of	specific	characteristics	of	the	campus	is	the	beautiful	green	environment	
and Buddhist landscape. There is a front approach to the temple in the middle of 
the site, and the campus buildings are located on a hill along the approach which 
is full of trees. At the end of the walkway, you can see traditional style of temple 
buildings and gardens. There are also natural environments on the hill, so students 
have many opportunities to learn about local ecology.

Another	significant	aspect	is	the	affiliated	preschool,	Sansho	Kindergarten.	The	
school is located adjacent to the university/college campus. Therefore students 
have many opportunities to visit and learn there such as through practical on-
site training. The college lectures and kindergarten teachers also work together 
for some classes to stimulate students’ teacher training and children’s learning. 
For	example,	using	a	vegetable	growing	programme	with	students	and	children,	
and a kids’ creative arts programme using many materials, tools and methods of 
expression,	led	by	an	art	lecturer.		

Dr. Ko Senda

Assistant Professor in Childcare, 
Landscape Architect and  
School Grounds Designer
Tsurumi Junior College

senda-k@tsurumi-u.ac.jp

Dr. Ko Senda is an assistant professor, landscape architect and school ground 
designer at Tsurumi Junior College, Department of Early Childhood Care and 
Education in Yokohama, Japan. He specialises in school ground use, design and 
development, in particular making vibrant play environments for urban children 
that	combine	indoor	and	outdoor	experiences.	Ko	received	his	professional	training	
in Japan at Chiba University’s Dept. of Environmental Science and Landscape 
Architecture. He has conducted research in countries including England, USA, 
Canada, Germany and Northern Europe, and worked at Coombes Primary School 
in England for several years. He received his PhD at the University of Reading, 
Dept. of Horticulture and Landscape. Ko has been a school ground designer in Japan 
for	over	fifteen	years	including	as	school	grounds	designer	staff	at	Environment	
Design Institute (EDI), and now also teaches about living environment studies 
and children’s environments as a full-time and part-time lecturers at universities.
Ko takes approaches to school ground design being used now in Japan, where most 
schools have edible gardens and many preschools have large outdoor enclosures 
for pet animals onsite. Japan has a long history of providing engaging outdoor 
environments for children’s learning and play, designed to enrich their lives and 
foster creativity, personal growth, and academic development. Supportive national 
policies have helped Japanese schools to weave the outdoor environment into 
their curriculum for science studies, character education, and other topics. School 
grounds also often serve as venues for community activities and as refuges. In 
the last twenty years, the Japanese “school biotope” movement has brought 
demonstration-sized wildlife habitats into schools in dense urban areas, bringing 
nature into school grounds and raising environmental awareness at the schools. 
Ko has now worked on more than forty kindergarten and day nursery school 
grounds to create projects for attractive and diverse children’s learning, play and 
living environments. 

Tsurumi Junior College
Department of Early Childhood Education and Care
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450 Architects, Inc.

Pier 9, Suite 105
San Francisco, California  94111
USA

+1 415 546 0450
www.450architects.com

450 Architects was established in 1995 by Richard Lee Parker, AIA, and David 
Bushnell, AIA, former classmates at Cornell University’s College of Architecture, 
Art and Planning. Richard and David came together with a common vision that 
architecture is an art that can be formed as well as give form to who we are 
and how we feel, both in the present and for generations to come. The studio 
exemplifies	a	dedication	to	the	client	with	close	attention	to	detail,	is	committed	
to green building principles, and embraces a spirit of advocacy and activism. 
450 Architects work together in a collaborative environment and the practice 
celebrates the creativity of everyone involved. That says a lot about who the 
studio	is:	democratic,	empathetic,	collaborative,	and	focused	on	a	result	in	which	
everyone can take ownership and pride.

As a member of the ISGA Leadership Council and a practicing architect designing 
green schoolyards, Richard is uniquely poised to contribute California public and 
private	school	experiences	to	the	Leadership	Council’s	dialogue.	Particular	topics	
of knowledge are the California Solar School Initiative, Division of the State 
Architect	(DSA)	California	public	school	permit	approval	processes,	non-profit	
advocacy,	and	public/private	collaboration	experience	and	fundraising.

Richard Parker

Principal
450 Architects, Inc.

richard@450architects.com

Richard has designed and managed a number of 450 Architects’ most 
successful projects including Japanese Weekend (AIASF Honor Award 
1993), and the Argonne Child Development Center (AIA Committee on the 
Environment Top Ten Green Building of the Year 2003) in addition to the 
firm’s	most	 popular	 projects	 on	Houzz.com	 (AXO	Design	 Studio	 and	 the	
Sonoma, Coral Gables and Bolles Residences). Richard has worked with 
many City and State agencies to break down the barriers to sustainable 
building practices including drafting solar and living roof guidelines and was 
appointed by Mayor Newsom to the Urban Wind Power Task Force. Richard 
also served on the AIACC Committee on the Environment and participated 
in	drafting	the	first	iteration	of	CAL	Green	–	the	country’s	first	green	building	
code. In 2006 he received the SAFE-BIDCO Green Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award.

Outside the design studio, Richard is a tireless advocate for social, 
environmental and food justice causes. To this end he has volunteered his time 
to	numerous	non-profit	groups	including	Education	Outside,	San	Francisco	
Urban Agriculture Alliance, and the San Francisco Architectural Foundation 
mentoring high school youth. Currently he serves on the Advisory Board 
of Directors for the California Academy of Science’s Teacher Institute 
for Science and Sustainability (TISS) and the Leadership Council of the 
International School Ground Alliance (ISGA) where he will be speaking this 
September in Lund, Sweden about emerging trends in school ground design 
in San Francisco and California.
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In summer 2010, one year before the official founding of the International School Grounds Alliance, many of ISGA’s current Leadership Council members gathered in 
Winchester, England, UK to participate in a conference organized by Learning through Landscapes entitled, The World Outside the Classroom. The event was directed 
by ISGA co-founder, Mary Jackson. The top photograph was taken during our conference field trip to Coombes School, and shows the school and conference participants 
gathered to watch the dramatic release of a flock of homing pigeons. The other photographs show additional field trip visits.

2010 Conference – Winchester, England The World Outside the Classroom 
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The ISGA was founded in September 2011, at a leadership retreat that brought together thirty colleagues from seven countries (shown above), following a large, public, 
international school grounds conference entitled Engaging Our Grounds. The conference was held in Berkeley, San Francisco, and Sonoma County, California, USA. It 
was directed by ISGA co-founder, Sharon Danks, and co-hosted by Bay Tree Design, inc., New Village Press, and the San Francisco Green Schoolyard Alliance (now called 
Education Outside). At our retreat, many of our current Leadership Council members collaborated to write the ISGA’s first joint statement, called The Westerbeke Declaration.

2011 Conference – San Francisco Bay Area, USA Engaging Our Grounds
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In September 2013, the ISGA conference and retreat were hosted by Evergreen in Toronto, Ontario, Canada at their beautiful Evergreen Brick Works site, and directed by ISGA 
co-founder Cam Collyer. The public conference included inspiring field trips to local schools, site tours, and presentations from around the world. One highlight was a lively 
workshop led by Susan Humphries in which participants created place-based artwork together, covering the Evergreen Brick Works site with colorful fabric in the manner of a 
lesson at Coombes School about Christo’s work. At the retreat, many of our Leadership Council members collaborated to create the first draft of ISGA’s governance document.

2013 Conference – Toronto, Canada Nature School
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In September 2015, the ISGA convened in Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia for the fourth international event in our series. The conference was directed by ISGA Leadership 
Council member, Helen Tyas Tunggal, and co-hosted by Learnscapes Planning and Design and the R.O.L.E. Bali Foundation. The public conference included participants 
from 14 countries, who were treated to a variety of outstanding presentations, cultural performances, and tours of local schools. The top photograph was taken at the ISGA 
Leadership Council retreat in Ubud, Bali that followed the public conference. The photographs below show the Leadership Council at work and some of the conference 
events and field trip visits.

2015 Conference – Bali, Indonesia Inspiring School Grounds
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In September 2016, the ISGA convened in Lund, Sweden for the fifth international conference, including 220 participants from 16 countries, who took part in exciting lectures, 
seminars, hands-on sessions and field trips. The conference was directed by ISGA Leadership Council members Anders Wånge Kjellsson, Anna Ekblad and Petter Åkerblom, 
and co-hosted by Naturskolan i Lund, Thinktank Movium, and the Municipality of Lund. The top photograph was taken at the ISGA Leadership Council retreat in Höör, 
Sweden that followed the public conference. The photographs below show the Leadership Council retreat and conference events in progress. The ISGA Leadership Council 
elected its first Executive Committee at the retreat in Höör, shown at bottom right.

2016 Conference – Lund, Sweden Green Grounds for Health and Learning
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Present and Future ISGA Conferences  

The 2017 ISGA conference and leadership retreat 
are planned for September 4-8, 2017 in Berlin, 
Germany. The events are directed by ISGA 
Leadership Council members, Manfred Dietzen 
and Birgit Teichmann, and hosted by Grün 
macht Schule, Berlin Senate Administration 
for Education, Youth and Science Outdoor 
Laboratory.

2017 Conference 
Berlin, Germany 
Schoolyard Diversity
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The 2018 ISGA conference and leadership 
retreat are planned for mid-November 2018 in 
Yokohama, Japan. The events will be directed 
by ISGA Leadership Council member Ko Senda, 
with participation from ISGA Leadership Council 
member Keitaro Ito. The event will be hosted 
by the Association for Children’s Environment, 
Kanto Branch (ACE Kanto) and supported by the 
national Association for Children’s Environment, 
Tsurumi Junior College, and Tsurumi Junior 
College Affiliated Sansho Kindergarten.

2018 Conference 
Yokohama, Japan 
International School Grounds
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Future ISGA Conferences  

The 2020 ISGA conference and leadership 
retreat are planned for September 2020 in 
Stirlingshire, Scotland, UK. The events will be 
directed by ISGA Leadership Council members 
Mary Jackson, and hosted by Learning through 
Landscapes and its Scotland-based office, 
Grounds for Learning, with collaboration 
from ISGA Leadership Council member Claire 
Warden, and other Leadership Council members 
based in the United Kingdom.

2020 Conference 
Stirlingshire, Scotland, UK 
Addressing the Challenges We 
Face and Celebrating Success
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The International School Grounds Alliance (ISGA) was formed in September 
2011 following an international green schoolyard conference held in California, 
USA. At the founding gathering, ISGA’s future Leadership Council members 
collaborated	 to	 write	 a	 statement	 that	 expresses	 our	 organization’s	 vision	
for the global school grounds movement. This document is also intended to 
guide ISGA’s work into the future. The Westerbeke Declaration on School 
Grounds was signed by the thirty-four (future) Leadership Council members 
who participated in the meeting. These signatories hailed from twenty-nine 
organizations in seven countries.

In the words of the Westerbeke Declaration:	“The	ISGA	invites	organizations,	
institutions and individuals around the world to join an international 
movement to support and promote the development of school grounds that 
are good for students, good for learning, good for schools and good for the 
relationship between humans and the natural world.”

The Westerbeke Declaration was read to the retreat participants at Westerbeke 
Ranch in Sonoma County, California, USA in September 2011, and then 
made its public debut with a live reading at the opening of the Nature School 
conference in Toronto, Ontario Canada in September 2013.

In June 2014, the government of the State of California in the USA adopted 
a version of ISGA’s Westerbeke Declaration	as	an	official	State	Resolution!	
As a result, the California government now declares the month of May to be 
Living Schoolyard Month every year (based on another ISGA event), and asks 
all 10,000 public schools in the state of California “to prioritize the design 
and construction of student-accessible green space on school campuses and to 
integrate use of this space into the teaching of standards-based curriculum.” 
The	full	 text	of	California’s	resolution	(called	“ACR-128”) is available via 
this	link:	http://bit.ly/CaACR128.

This	is	the	first	time	that	ISGA’s	work	has	directly	influenced	a	government.	
We hope that this statement, and other work by the ISGA, will be adopted by 
additional governments in the future!

Collaborative Statement Created by 
the ISGA Leadership Council in 2011  

Westerbeke Declaration on School Grounds 
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On September 4, 2017, the International School Grounds Alliance released 
a collaboratively written Declaration that describes the importance of risk-
taking on school grounds to promote the healthy development of children and 
young people. This Declaration is endorsed by all 54 of ISGA’s Leadership 
Council	members*,	representing	38	organizations	from	16	countries	and	six	
continents. (*This number is from the LC roster in May 2017.)

The Declaration	cites	research	from	around	the	globe	demonstrating	the	benefits	
of risk-taking and showing that indiscriminate risk-minimization policy can be 
a source of harm.  The Declaration calls on those who plan and manage school 
environments	to	take	benefits	of	risk	into	account.	It	further	encourages	parents,	
school	officials,	 legislators	and	insurers	 to	devise	policies	and	processes	that	
permit	schools	to	provide	activities	with	beneficial	levels	of	risk.

The ISGA’s Leadership Council convened in October 2015 to work on this 
document at the ARMA Museum in Ubud, Bali, Indonesia following our 
4th international conference, and in September 2016 at Åkersberg in Höör, 
Sweden,	 following	 our	 5th	 international	 conference.	 ISGA’s	 Beneficial	
Risk Working Group, led by LC members Lisa Howard and Anders Wånge 
Kjellsson, completed and released the Declaration in September 2017. 

Leadership Council members from many countries translated the Declaration 
into	13	 languages	 for	 its	 official	 release	on	September	4th,	 and	 additional	
language translations will be released in Fall 2017. 

Please see our website for more information about the Declaration and to 
download	it	in	many	languages:	http://bit.ly/ISGA-RiskDec

We invite other organizations to join us in endorsing this statement by adding 
their	names	here:	http://bit.ly/Endorse-UHD

We hope this Declaration	will	improve	children’s	experiences	in	learning	and	
play around the world!

Collaborative Statement Published by 
the ISGA Leadership Council in 2017  

Risk in Play and Learning: 
Ubud-Höör Declaration 
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International School Grounds Month 

In 2013, the ISGA began an annual celebration of International School 
Grounds Month, a worldwide event held each year during the month of 
May. This event builds on a tradition started in the late 1990s by some of our 
member organizations. The goal of the celebration is to encourage schools 
around the world to use their school grounds to the fullest and bring their 
students outside more often for all types of hands-on activities.  

To celebrate International School Grounds Month, the ISGA creates a free 
online	 resource—updated	and	expanded	every	year—that	 includes	activity	
ideas written by ISGA Leadership Council members and other colleagues 
around the world. This publication is called the International School Grounds 
Month Activity Guide. The activities in the Guide encompass a wide range of 
topics including ideas for outdoor academic studies across the curriculum; all 
types of schoolyard play opportunities before, during and after school; and 
hands-on ideas that help students of all ages become environmental stewards 
of their school campuses and neighborhoods. With this Guide, we hope to 
inspire more schools to try new things outdoors with students ages 3-18 years 
old. We also aim to increase the visibility of the school ground movement and 
the many organizations that help schools bring their students outdoors. 

To date, 32 of our Leadership Council members have contributed an activity 
idea to this collaborative publication. We hope to achieve 100% participation 
with our 2018 edition!

The 2017 edition of the International School Grounds Month Activity Guide 
is shown above, in English, along with our 2015 edition in Chinese, translated 
by ISGA Leadership Council member Ching-fen Yang. These publications are 
available	for	free	on	ISGA’s	website,	under	the	“Programs”	tab:

www.internationalschoolgrounds.org

We would like to offer all of our publications in multiple languages in the future. 
We warmly welcome interested volunteer translators from our Leadership 
Council and other like-minded organizations to translate this Guide into your 
own native language. Please contact editor Sharon Danks for more information.

In 2017, ISGM partnered with Outdoor Classroom Day to reach more schools.

Activity Guide Set

In 2014, the State of California in the USA 
adopted International School Grounds Month  
(ISGM) as “Living Schoolyard Month”. This 
created an opportunity to celebrate school 
grounds across California, and to support that 
celebration with additional outdoor learning 
and play ideas written locally. Leadership 
Council member Green Schoolyards America 
expanded	the	ISGA’s	Activity Guide concept 
to include authors from California (2014) 
and across the United States (2015). The 
2017 “USA Edition” is a companion Activity 
Guide created in the same format as the 
International School Grounds Month Activity 
Guide. Both publications are intended for use 
around the world, and are designed to be used 
as a set. Together the 2017 editions of both 
books include a total of 187 school ground 
activities, written by 143 organizations from 
21 countries! The publications are available 
for free on ISGA’s website.
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Our 2011 conference in California produced a video that includes brief 
interviews from many of the participants in our inaugural retreat. The speakers 
describe why school grounds are important, and where this movement 
is headed. The piece includes some video footage from the conference in 
California and some photographs of school grounds around the world.

The video is available online and has been viewed more than 8,500 times in 
its	first	six	years!	It	is	available	as	a	link	on	the	ISGA	website:	

http://bit.ly/ISGAvideo1

Online Video 

Voices from the 
International School Grounds Movement 
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In addition to a lively international gathering, the 2016 conference in 
Sweden	produced	a	fantastic	short	film	created	by	Movium	Thinktank,	SLU,	
and Naturskolan i Lund, City of Lund, in cooperation with the ISGA and 
Region	Skane.	This	film	focuses	on	seven	interviews	of	ISGA’s	Leadership	
Council	members	who	give	their	personal	answer	to	the	question:	“Why	do	
children need Green School Grounds?” and talk about why living landscapes 
are important. They tell us their thoughts about how consciously designed 
landscapes in preschool and school environments can give children and 
adults	 the	 opportunity	 to	meet	 each	 other	 and,	with	 curiosity,	 explore	 life	
and	 the	world.	The	film	 explains	 how	 schools	 can	 create	 space	 for	 plants	
and animals, and turn paved surfaces into sites that promote biodiversity. 
Green School Grounds play a crucial role in urban sustainable development, 
an endeavor in which we are all involved.

The video is available online and has been viewed more than 3,150 times in 
its	first	year!	It	is	available	as	a	link	on	the	ISGA	website:	

http://bit.ly/ISGAvideo2

Online Video 
Green Grounds for Health and Learning 


